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| One copy. of the report oF Spécial teen] 
Aated March 2h, 19525 pt Ma erat is attache, 

oe Ror erente is mad6é to the report ot spocia, Ar rentL 

nome = 
dated Januery 28, 1952, at Miami, berinding on Page 99 which ~ 
informa tion concerning "Simoni S$ th Monningy 2 close associate. 

of suspect Hearl Brooklyn. You will note thst Mannine was ermloyed at 
the Orlando Air Morce Base, Orlando, Florida, in which connection he 
executed Form No. 57 (application for Fedeval onplognont-appointment: 
affidavit) on Jenuery. 3, 19oh at which time he. bicima he had never 
been convicted of a crime; a penalty of which was inoxeess of a2 
Gwenty~five dollar fine or beloriged to my organts untlon which advocated 

' the overthrow. of the U. S. Government snd/or Vern seeking by foree and 
violonéce to dony other persons their rights wader ths, fonsti tution or 

| the United States." - . | . | a, . . . "ID. 

In B, elened statement set ‘poxth on Page B af. ‘the: attached 
report, Manning admits a conviction Lor rrard Larodny. end membership - 
in tho Ku Kiux Kinn.. It ts requested that you sAvise whether Marming .~ 

; hag viola ted Sechion 60, Title 18, 0. Ss Gode, in that ho has made 
false statements in his application for cnployment end if he hes, the 
action you contenple té baling: in this rogard,-- | 

‘tnvestinatt on in- this case has develops | x nunber of Ba Klux 
Klan members aa logical suspects and-cersidershia inquiries are buing | 
made in regard to. Flan activities in the Orlendce, Florida area PASSE are 
indications that oiler Klan members may nossibiy have violated “goetion 
BO, PMitle 18a did Marmning. In the evant you are of the opinion vrose- 
‘ontion of Henning and others may be entertained, ndditional investication J 

.~ alongs these ‘Lines WiLL be conducted to develop other similar violations 
“by Klan members. oO . f 

= 

- 
cay . PURTION aE “SPRAINED ¢ 
Ve po ~ An ear ‘Ly reply is desired. i ae RIG? LASGav Ey ge han es 

japon” Sa cy ee A 
“oe 

ss 

er aaa 
. 

” “ te mies ws H . 4 “i : oy 

Y @ enon Gn TA | 
- fo Ntior.» 4, | ~~ ra 

te a? Bax 
: 

: 

¥ 

we oe 

| 

acy 

| 

a 

o 
eile ON.VEY GAIA oSh” bs bustor5ypoh al | 

1h id SE Ue Sb-4y g | eras Chater se = 68 MAY 5 M20 «a 
ert ee a 

ee 

xn 



H om” 

{ oT 

‘ a QE 
F corn BUREAU OF INVES CATION w7 ; 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT _ MIAMT FILE No. wo § sa 

REPORT MADE AT DATE JVHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE RE 
3, WIAD *) 215 to B~21~52 [ASSES MARE SS so 
21K 

TITLE . , * a CHARACTER OF CASE 
ai 

UNENOWN UBJECTS; HARRY T.” MOORE, CIVIL RIGHTS 
TET? MOORE’ (deceased) = VICTIMS 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Further interviews of informant, fellow- 
Klansmen and relative of suspect BROOKLYN bé 
has disclosed little or no additional in- b7C 
formation of value. Investigation at all 
motels, hotels and trailer camps in vicinity 

A of Mims, Fla. disclosed no information as to 
nN any suspicious individuals being there at 

Christmas or period immediately preceding. 
we Inquiries, Titusville Airport, disclosed 
4 ” i) no planes landed there Christmas Day, although 

one light=type plane carrying two unidentified 
a am men landed at Allenhurst, 20 miles northeast 

of Mims, on 1225-51, at approximately 1:00 
P.M. and departed 2:00 P.M. On 2-650, 
LUTHER COLEMAN, negro janitor, Winter Garden, . 
Florida, forcibly taken from bank entrance | 
to parked car by white men and attempt made , 
_to abduct him. He was beaten and shot fired 
at him. Investigation to date has not 
identified assailantse 
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I. INVESTIGATION REGARDING SUSPECT EARL J. BROOKLYN 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
FRANK F, MBECH and JAMES P. SHANNON on February 28, 1952, at Apopka, 
Florida. 

BASIS: Confidential Informant T-1 recontacted in 
order to obtain specific information concerning the 
activities ofl] insofar as they re~ 
late to the period of time when was Exalted 
Cyclops and when BILL BOGAR was Exalted Cyclops of 
the Association of Georgia Kians, Apopka Klaverne ° 
Information was sought to corroborate the allegation 
that EARL J. BROOKLYN exhibited the floor plans of 
MOORE*s house after a Klan meeting. 

KKH 

Confi gent. Tntommant T-1, of lnown reliability, advised that 
(not as previously reported) first came to the 

Apopka’ area in the winter of 1916 and 197, stayed a few months and then 
| returned north. He brought his trailer with him for permanent residence 

in Florida in the winter of 1947 and 1948. [L_____—sd started building a . b6 
home on Rock S Ss : en oe outside Apopka in June ~~ The in-~ BIC 
formant sa told sal Lapel who was biD 
building his house approached to_ join the’ Association of 
Georgia Klans Klavern at Apopka. At the time ee eee a joe ts 
Garage and Filling Staion at Plymouth, Florida, was Exalted Cyclops. 

wom 

= oF uae 

Informant was specifically questioned concernin 
knowledge of the operation of the Kian while he was a member, particularly 
during that period of time whenL______] was Exalted Cyclops in 1949 and 
BILEROGAR succeeded him in 1950. An effort was made to obtain if pose 

sibie any verification of the allegation that BROOKLYN exhibited the 
floor plans of HARRY T. MOOREts house after an Apopka Association of 
Georgia Klans meeting sometime in 1949 or 1950. . 

When questioned about the existence of terrorist activities in 
the Klan, T-1 commented that there might have been talk before or after 
meetings about beatings or treatments? to be administered but certainly 

- 
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NO Viti wee Had during meetings while BILL BOGAR and | were Exalted Cyclops because those two controlled the meeting and did not per- mt such discussions. 

The informant related that a Klansman neq id who was 
allegedly from New Jersey or New-York and Lived on Altamonte Springs Road 
once threate ire bomb at who called him do; 
this threat. wlth the 
clique, is described as a who was about 

When questioned about. the identity of a 
T-L stated there was a person with a name similar £ who was 
a fisherman near § was supposed to be a relative of the BROOKLYNs. 

uld know Labi ip of these people. 
of o is 

or some large company, ves outside Orlando near the stock market. 

~ Confidential Informant T-1 made the following observations con- 
cerning persons mentioned: 

[nas a member of a Klan in Apopka with him the past 
two years but qui’ when he found out he was being used as a tool by Klan 
members. | 

a the most dangerous man in Apopka and could be involved 
in any type oF stick~up. 

[ is responsible for the shooting of 
informant could not furnish information to sub stantiate this statement. 

— isal___ id of the Apopka Police Depart~ 
ment and a ee of the Apopka Klan. 

f 

Fe. E. JPOOMIS, undertaker & Winter Garden, is a very good friend 
of the BROOKLYN boys, EARL andf | 

There was no particular ill feeling between EARL BROOKLYN and BTTII, 
BOGAR to the informantts knowledge. 
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The cowboy, CURLY BELVIN, was denied admittance to the Apopka 
meeting once or twice despite the fact that invariably someone at the meet- 
ing vouched for him. He was refused admittance because he did not have 
his ecard with hin. 

The informant stated that at one time the 
Apopka Lu with two other individuals in a car. asked 
to see and BILL BOGAR who was then Exalted Cyclops. At the 
time BOGAR was not present and because he had left instructions that none 
of these Klansmen from other Klaverns could be admitted to an Apopka meet-= 
i ed them off the grounds and told them not to come back. 

are believed to be lose associates, both handling 
e er. Jt was stated tha who is employed at the Winter 

Gard i rs Exchange steals fertilizer from his employer and 
uses as his outlet. 

It was shortly before this time that the internal trouble devel~ 
oped in the Apopka Klavern of the Association. of Georgia Klans where 

and the others were banished or suspended ough the efforts of BILL 
BOGARe Subseque y[___|]was reinstated by in what was char- 
acterized as a tidquble-cross. Jt was about the middle of 1950, according 
to T+1, that BILIQHENDRIX of the Southern Knights visited the Apopka 
Association of Georgia Klans Klavern after hearing of the friction within 
the Klavern. In the middle of the summer of 1950 the Apopka Klavern of 
the Association of Georgia Klans transferred to the Southern Knights. There- 
after EARL BROOKLYN and others in the Association of Georgia Klans stopped , 
visiting the Apopka meetings. } 

The officers of the Association of Georgia Klans Klavern, Apopka, 
remained in office under the Squthern Knights charter through 1950. How- 
ever, a clique headed _b little re- 
gard, and includin arranged 

before July; 1951, that BILD BOGAR tant seid St wes sbou ceased to have any 
‘affiliation with the Klan. ; 

he informant believes that both EARL [— Perooxnn avoided 
because they knew he had no use for persons fot their caliber. /\ 

It was the practice of the BRCOKLYNs, together with CURL VIN to visit 
the Apopka Klavern. Informant was unable to recall exactly when they visited 

but could only furnish the following information in some chronological order. 

, (TO 

nes ata re 

ee 

caper eaie ainapeed 



#FMsegh 
MM Le-2'70 

Concerning [| the informant believes he ceased to have any 
affiliation with the Klan at the end of his term as Exalted Cyclops. 

The informant recalled that early during ; term as Ex- 
alted Cyclops EARL BROOKLYN had attempted to obtain a separate 
charter from Dr. SAMUEL GREEN, the Imperial Wizard at Atlanta, for an Or- 
Jando Klavern, but were refused be « GREEN opposed "rough stuff in 
the Klan. Dr. GREEN died while S still Exalted Cyclops and SAM 
ROPER took over as Imperial Wizard. After ROPER became Imperial Wizard he 
gave a charter in Orlando to a group headed by the BROOKLYNs. Prior to that 
time a Winter Garden group had obtained an Association -of ‘seorgia Klans 
charter. There was considerable trouble over the ownership and operation 
of the clubhouse of the Klan located on Route 50, the new Winter Garden Road 3 
Five miles west of Orlando. He believes EARL BROOKTYN was involved in a 
‘session when the furniture in the clubhouse was wrecked and the American 
flag torn. - 

‘ 

Informant said he was present whe who was affili-~- 
ated with the CIO and had a small group of railroad men durine the war 
organized as-a wildcat Klan BILL BOGAR and 
met with SAM ROPER, the Imperial Wizard, when ROPER paid a visib to the 
Orlando area early in the sumer of 1949. It was the opinion of the inform 
ant that] and EARL BROOKLYN are ardent supporters of [ | whe 
was Grand Dragon of the Association of Georgia Klans. 

He said he was also present when EARL BROOKLYN visited the Apopka 
Klavern of the Association of Georgia Klans on three or four occasions 
whilel | was Exalted Cyclops. At no time while[ | was Exalted 
Cyclops or while BILL BOGAR was Exalted Cyclops of the Association of Georgia 
Klans did the informant receive any information concerning the alleged ex= 
hibition of floor plans of HARRY MOORE?s home to any Klansman after an 
Apopka Klan meeting. The informant said he knew nothing of such alleged 
floor plans and never heard them discussed. He further stated he wag ‘not 
in possession of any papers relating to the Klan. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents JAMES 
P. SHANNON and FRANK F. MEECH on March 6, 1952, at Sanford, Florida. 

BASIS | ___——__—Janterviewed inasmuch as ne is 
alleged:to have been a close associate of suspect 
FARL J. BROOKLYN. b6 

iwie 
eur 4 

SHe 

revi cnorted in this case as 
who resides on 

|_ fleading’Rrom Sanford to Orlando, Florida opposite th 

Ce furnished the following information. 

He is eee engaged inf 
Ld Furnished by in the Sanford area. He was a 
member of the old Ku Klux Klan which he joined about sixteen years ago and 
maintained his membership and activity in the Klan for the succeeding years 
except for a period of about three years toward the end of the existence 
of the Florida Klan. He rejoined the Klan while[ was Exalted 
Cyclops of 4 the Orlando Klavern of the Association of Georgia Kians (after 
TILLMAN HN BELVIN was Exalted Cyclops). He claimed he has had nothing to 
do with EARL J. BROOKLYN for the past two years although for many years 
prior to that time he and BROOKLYN were very close friends and hunted and 
fished together. 

He stated he and the BROOKLYN boys come from Ocoee and grew up 
together and he went to school witht who is his age. He ine 
sisted that he does not know the reason why EARL BROOKLYN no longer speaks 
to him except that EARL is a very moody person who will suddenly take a 
dislike to a person or becom angry with them for some insignificant reason 
and refuse to have anything to do with the person or discuss any disagreement. 
He readily admitted that on occasions he risks the wrath of EARL BROOKLYN . 
when EARL would cease to talk to him and would indicate he was angry with 
him he would ask EARL the reason for his atbitude, realizing that he hime 
self might receive a ‘brimming. He described EARL BROOKLYN as a man who 
was a rowdy type with violent likes and dislikes, who drank-very heavily 

~ 7 o 
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prior to his stomach operationtwo or three years ago and was "all mani, 
weighing about 220 pounds and was extremely strong and vigorous. 

insisted he never heard EARL BROOKLYN discuss bo 
HARRY MOORE and that he himself just knew the NAACP existed. He claimed bic 
he knew nothing of the killing of MOORE, has no info-nmz*ion that might 
have any bearing on.this case and, in fact,never heava ““ the alleged com- 
mittee formed by the Orlando Klavern of the Association of Georgia Klans 
to investigate this cage in order.to free the Klan of suspicion (as stated 
previiously-.by.. JAMES By NQENSON) e He admitted knowing JOHNSON and stated 
he has been attending the Orlando Klavern of the Association of Georgia 
Klans regularly. . 

He stated he never visited a meeting of the Apopka Klavern of 
the Association of-Georgia Klans but at_one time while ras 
Exalted Cyclops of the Orlando Klavern [___jattended a party. He 
never heard of the floor plans of MOORE%s house being ‘in existence and 
was never approached by BROOKLYN in that regard. — 

[TT claimed HARL BROOKLYN is afraid of the law and based his 
belief on the following incident. While he and EARL were engaged in some 
illegal fishing on a lake, having valuable equipment ready to be set out 
to catch fish, BROOKLYN told him that if any game warden approached them 
he, BROOKLYN, would not let him have any of their equipment and would scare 
him off. Shortly thereafter there was a rusble’as of a person approaching) 
through the woods. Although the person was not a game warden or anynne 
interested tin their activitties, EARL BROOKLYN filed without. waiting to find 
out who it was and without worrying about the boat,. equipment or 
He ran or walked-all the way home, leaving _|to take care of the boat 
and equipment and the car. oO , 

When questioned as:to his attitude and that of BROOKLYN toward 
negroes he said they were not against equal facilities for negroes and 
did not believe in doing anything illegal as far as negroes were concerned. 
He insisted he had never been engaged iin terrorist activities against 
negroes or anyone else. He further denied going to Groveland at the time 
of the Groveland Rape Case incidents. 

In regard to "CURLY! BELVIN, his past and present actions and 
the possibility thatL_ | made a trip to Groveland with BELVIN, he 
-recalled that CURLY BELVIN used to be a mechanic in. Orlando, did a consider- 
‘able amount of drinking but quit when he. became i11 a few years ago. He 

ww. 
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JPSségh 
MM hhe27O b6é 

b7Cc 
b7D 

characterized BELVIN as an ordinary man, a pretty good fellow, nob rowdy 
or overbearing toward his fellow man. He stated the only time he ever made 
a trip ‘a Pee was when s head of the Klan before the 
war whe and BELVIN made a trip to a state Klan meeting in Tampa. 

L 
He said RAYMOND Gis HOWELL was unknown to him. Ue was questioned 

about the following and furnished the information set forsh below: 

[| a quiet, easy-going person, never rowdy, who was 
acquainted with him years ago. ‘" 

| atbends the Orlando Klavern of the Association of 
Georgia 8, having been there the previous evening, Wednesday, March 5, 
19520 He was always a good, quiet young man, never engaged in any violence. 

LLOYD HATCH: attends meetings at the Orlando Klavern of the Asso- 
olation of Georgia Klans but is not too regular. He has had a lot of dif- 
Liculty with illegal fishing charges. Recently he was convicted Mehl 

ab Cocoa, Florida, and is presently owt on bond on charges in Lake 
County at Tavares. HATCH lives at Lake Jessup but is working in DeLand 
as a welder for a tug boat construction company. 

. | claimed he knows nothing about the 
incident and knows nothing of the MELVIN WOMACK killing except what he had 
read in the newspapers. 

When questioned about sl incident 
it was a family affair. However, he claimed he did not believ 

Ce [sd would arrange for such a beating although 
_admtted the brothers had had a falling out. He related that[ 

used to furnish fish for wholesaling by th t_the e time 
associated with them. Then and 

bought a sawmill, but never set it up. 
asked for his money back and received it. managed 

to get old big cypress logs which had been cut and were s j 
hac back into the sawmill partnership. After 

ee Sate up again wanted to get his money out of the enterprise . 
and also wanted a share of the logs that had been pulled out of Lake Jessup. 

claimed he heard that had received a 
did not think 

he looked too bad.[ sd told he thoughts 



JPS:egh b6 ir = 
4 

was responsible for the beating of 

Regarding the burni ef —t—‘“—t;éié~*@YCCsC rat that a 
short time before the fir took a sewing machine and some other 
furniture out of the house and carried it to his auns's place. He thought 

had his house burned in order to get, some insuzanse because he wanted 
some money to buy a fish camp across the lake. 

‘The following is a deseription ef obtained 
from observation and interrogations 

Race white 
Sex 
Birth date . 

__ Birthplace... 
: Height ‘ 

| Weight 
1 Hair 

Eyes 
‘ . Complexion - 
| Father 
. Mother , 
} Wit € 

Children. 
Brother-in=Law 
peculiarities 

Business 

Residence 

Fingerprints 

| | 
; 

Photographs available in varlLous poses 

wee ee Py oe 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
| __Jand ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 13, 1952, e+ Taft, Florida. 

BASIS: AD / IGAN interviewed inasmuch as he 
was reported e one of those who attempted to 
have T.HeBELVIN resign as Exalted Cyclops of the 
Orlando Klan 

HH 

ADIS JERNIGAN, 9th Street and Route 50, Winter Garden, Florida, 
was interviewed at his work in a remote orange grove on the outskirts of 
Tatt 

He stated he has been a member of the Association of Georgia 
Klans, Winter Garden branch, for approximately eight or mine years. For 
approximately the past year he has not been actively associated with the 
group, his work demanding too much of his time. 

On questioning JERNIGAN stated he was scarcely acquainted with 
suspect BELVIN and refused to comment on any action he had taken to have 
BELYIN. resign as Exalted Cyclops of the do Klan. He stated he knew 
— refused to reveal whether was or is a member of the 
\ .° He also stated he is acquainted with RAYMOND G. HOWELL, ROBERT L. 

: JAMES B. JOHNSON ange Of all these he stated hé be- 
Lieved them to be good fellows and refused to disclose whether or not 
they are or have been members of any Klan. JERNIGAN stated he is acugainted 
with EARL J. BROOKLYN and has known him for about eighteen years, having 
been rather closely associated with him during the past ten yearse He knew 
BROOKIYN when they were children in Ocoee, Florida. According to JERNIGAN, 
BROOKLYN has not been active in the Winter Garden Klan for approximately 
Six or seven years. 

- dERNIGAN stated he is now head of the Klokanu Committee of the 
Winter Garden branch of the Association of Georgia Klans and has held that 
position for three or four years. He explained bis job in this office as 
that of invesbigabing prospective members, instances involving needy fan- 
flies and sick persons and seeing to it they were adequately taken care af. 
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He vehemently denied his duties included taking care of individuals who 
might be considered mdesirables. He stated when information regarding 
gich persons came to his attention or the attention of any Klan member 
it was his duty to inform the proper authorities in lew enforcement so such 
individuals might be taken care of by due process of lmw. He stated he 
was certain there were no members of the Klan who wovld take the law into 
their own hands and perpetrate any acts of violence on anyone for any 
reason. . 

Concerning instant bombing JERNIGAN stated he had heard MOORE 
discussed for the first time after the bombing; however, at no time was 
the bombing diseussed at any meetings and the only thing he knew about 
it was what he heard on the street in general conversation. He stated he 
knew of no member of the Klan who would do such a thing. 

JERNIGAN also denied having seen any ‘floor plans of the MOORE 
house either in a Klan meeting or on the outside. 

He promised his cooperation in furnishing to the FBI any informa~ 
tion that might come to his attentinn regarding instant bombing. 

The following description of JERNIGAN was obtained through ob- 
servation and interrogation: ’ 

Wife 
Brothers 

Military service 
Arrest record 

en 

Name WILLIAM ADISA JERNIGAN 
Address Post Office Box 366, 9th Street 

and Route 50, Winter Garden, Florida / 

Age Al 
_ Birth date_, April, 22, 1911 
Birthplace Laurel Hill, Florida 
Height Selim 
Weight 200 
Build heavy 
Hair brown, grey~streaked - 
Eyes blue 
Complexion ruddy 
Occupation Jernigan & Brooker Contracting 

Corpany, a citrus picking and 
i oncern | 

b6 

DTC 

none 

claims none 

2 - 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 8, 1952. at Winter Garden, 

Florida. 

BASIS:: F. BE. LOOMIS interviewed inasmuch as he 
was allegedly one of four members of the Orlando 
Klan who asked BELVIN to resign and was allegedly 

active with the radical element in Winter Garden. 

KH 

F. B. LOOMIS, undertaker, 426 East Plant Street, ‘admibbed joining 

the Winter Garden Klavern of the Association of Georgia Klans approximately 

four or five years ago but denied holding an office in the Klan and denied 

participating in or having knowledge of any violence in connection with 

Klan activities in the Winter Garden or any other Klan. 

Throughout the interview LOOMIS was generally uncooperative, re=- 

fused to answer numerous questions and claimed he had no knowledge of spe~ 
cific incidents and that even if he had he could not divulge same due to 

his Klan oath. . . 

Tt was pointed out to LOOMIS that in connection with the Klan oath 

he alao took an oath to help law enforcement officers, which he denied. 

LOOMIS said he always has been and always will be Klan minded; 
however, he does not now and never has advocated violence in carrying out 

Klan policies. 

He claims he never heard of HARRY T. MOORE until after MOOREts 
home was bombed and that, although he does not believe in capital punish- 
ment, whoever killed MOORE should be prosecuted for murder and electrocuted. 

LOOMIS denied ever hearing MOOREfs name mentioned in Klan meet~ 
ings. He also denied knowledge of and/or participation in other acts of 
violence against individuals in the Winter Garden area during recent years 
and said such things were never discussed at Klan meetings at which he was 
present and he claimed he heard about incidents after they occurred through 
people talking on the street. 

~~ 13 - 
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LOOMIS admitted knowing EARL J. BROOKIYN,| ss —«dS TEMA 
He a JAMES B. JOHNSON but refused to state : 
whether he had ever seen them at Klan meetings and also refused to state 
whether he knew them to be Klan members. 

He steadfastly denied ever hearing of any Kisu participation in 
violent acts but said if he twanted a neighbor taken care oft he knew where 
he could ttget the job donett. He would not explain this statement. 

F. E. LOOMIS declined to allow Agents to take his photograph, 
stating, I dontt want my picture shown to a bunch of niggers at Mims. 

The following description of LOOMIS was obtained through inter- 
rogation and observation: 

\/_ 

Name . FRANCIS EPHRATW LOOMIS 
Address 1428 Bast Plant’ Street, Winter 

Garden, Florida 
ASC. a 
birthdate, vepbember 2, 1907 
Birthplace Elkins, Wast- Virginia 
Height GF jy 
Welght 230 
Build heavy 
Eyes bine 
Hair brown, grey~streaked 
Sears and marks. 

Occupation 
Education 

Military service 

Arrest record 

—~ 1, - 

tattoo star left forearm; 
mole center of chin; 
operation scar on stomach 
undertaker and funeral director 
2 years John B. Stetson University, 

Deland, Florida; 1 year Renovard 
Embalming School, New York City 
U. So Navy: 1923 to 1926, S 2/c, 
honorable discharge (claims defer- 
ment World War IIT because of 
arthritis) 
claims never in jail but admits 
arrested several times for speed= 
ing, dates and places not recalled 
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Wife 

Father ecease 
Mother t a 

Brother 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 7, 1952, at Apopka, 

Florida. 

BASIS: [si atleged former Exalted Cy= 

clops of a Klavern in Apopka, interviewed for any 
information he might have of Klan activities and of 
suspects BROOKLYN and BELVIN.. 

Fie 

. seareaeeesarertermemnieebertarsl advised he was a Klans~ 
man but had dropped out of the organization ten or eleven years ago. He 
stated just prior to World War IT he felt that wary was imminent and decided 
a Klan would be necessary in and around Apopka. He was very vague as to 
why a Klan would be necessary iin time of war. He merely stated he felt 
they could be of some use in the community. He advised he gathered a group 
of about 24 men and set about obtaining a charter from the Florida Klan. 
He could not state the exact date. He stated that in his opinion the Klan 
was a good thing if it were handled in the right way by responsible citizens. 
However, he stated that if the Klan fell into the hands of mreliable per- 
sons it could be a vicious organization. Three weeks after the organization 
of the Klan he dropped owt. His pldn was just to organize the Klan and 
then step out. He said he had no particular reason for leaving the Klan but 

just wanted to see one started and then drop out. 

To his knowledge there was no one member he could single out as 
being a trough-necktt or agitator. He refused to reveal names, saying he 
could not remember them. He stated he had never held an office in the 

Florida Kian. \ 

[ advised he could name no one presently associated with” 
the Klan in Apopka and the only Klan activities he could recall in recent 

years was a speech made about a month ago, by BILL HENDRIX in Orlando. He 
advised he wanted to help Agents as much as he could but could not recall 
any Klan members or incidents of value. He stated he did not believe in 

the rides in which the Klan participated nor did he think any of the 

members of the Klan he organized believed in such activities. He did not 
know anything about any particular tridest. 

- 16 ~ 
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When asked about. the volloying individuals [i |statea he - 
never heard of them before: “BROOKLYN TELMAN H. Br > JAMES 

B. JONNSON,[ dangle 
sind hen he was acquainted with | _———_—_—__sias he is presently 

Opposi in the coming election for Gonstable, He said that he 
did not care to make any statements about, | as he was his political 

opponent and did not feel_it was proper to tell law enforcement officers 
what he objected to abo and his constabulary duties. He said the 
only things he knew wrong with concerned local affairs. He in- | 
sisted they had nothing to do with Klan activities or with instant banbing. 

pon hearing the names of[__— 
stated he did not know any of them. 

| He stated] was a nice fellow and as far as he knew 
was not a member of the Klan. 

| } kmown to him by sight but he knows nothing about 

is believed active in the Klan. He could not state 

why he believed was in the Klan. 

seemed to be a decent sort of fellow, bub not 

too intelligent. 
| . 

| [_—Ss~s~*s=édhad a fair reputation in the comunity and| | 
could not state whether he was active in the Klan. 

I, . BILL BOGAR was a nice fellow but a Little erratic in his talk | 

which was atbributed to a war wound BOGAR is supposed to have received. q 

; He said BOGAR is very talkative. | 

H said he is a close friend of sd Orange County 

\ Sheriff, and that he has worked along with him in law enforcement work in 

the past and was himself a deputy sheriff down~state for eleven or twelve 

VEarS « ; 

He sid s—sd@Y who resides on Lake Apopka and was 

at one time a game commissioner for the State of Florida was an ex~Klansman 

and could possibly furnish: considerable information concerning various 

Klansnien of the area. He felt[__Jat one time was Exalted Cyclops of 

the Apopka Klan although he was not sureée 
ET 

¢ 

-~17 - 
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[d The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents | 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ. 

Shore Drive, Lake Apopka. »23 interviewed ror 
any information he might have concerning the Klan in esi around Apopka. 
He advised he has not been active in any Klan work fur ah least fifteen 
years. He stated approximately fifteen years ago he had been actively as- 
sociated with the Klan, then the Association of Georgia Klans, in Orlando 
but had dropped his participation at the time the Klan meeting house in 
Orlando burned. Since that time he has had no connection with the Klan, 
for three reasons: first, a lack of interest on his part; second, lack of 
‘time on his part; and third, because he had become badly crippled with arthritis 
necessitating his remaining at home. : 

He was questioned regarding any information he had concerning 
the below Listed individuals and made the following comments: 

' TILLMAN H. BELVIN: he recalls him as a mechariic who had his 
shop on South Hughey Street, Orlando. He saw him frequently at the Ku 
Klux Klan lodge in Orlando before the meeting house burned. He never knew 
him to parbicipate in any violent activities of the Klan. ; 

EARL J. BROOKLYN: He does not know him. 

JAMES B. JOHNSON: He recalis JOHNSON fixed his wifets sewing 
machine at one time but knows nothing about him. 

[7 i tvs ft to ee 
Ld has known him well for several years as a former 

‘neighbor. He is at the present time running agains of Apop- 
ka for the office of Constable. He does not know i was ever 
active in Klan affairs. 

LL CCi‘dL;SOntows ats: Constable in Apopka and describes him 
as a "good mant?. 

BILL BOGAR: described as "Crazy Man Bogart. .He explained this 
by ‘stating BOGAR was shell-shocked during World War I and that his mind 
has apparently been affected since that time. He is given to tall stories. 

es EGS 
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——— knows only as Chief of Police, Apopka. 

Low HatoH anal tnowsl__] an 
a commercial fisherman who was suspected of illegal fusho $ivi 
during the time.ke was fish and game » Both 

during tires times 

Other individuals mentioned t{ rere unknown to him. 

[| ____”' stated he knew nothing about any atrocities such 
as beatings that had been administered by the Klan on any individuals. He 
personally did not believe in such actions and heartily condemned it. He 
appeared cooperative but repeatedly stated that due to his long disassoci- 
ation with the Klan he was unable to recall any of the individuals con~ 
nected with the Kian during the time he was in the Klan. He stated he was 

not acguajmted with any of the individuals presently associated with the 
Klan because of his physical disability. He had no knowledge of any Klan 

~—wmsormection. with instant bombing. 

aad 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special. Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 15, 19°2, at Winter Gar= 

den, Florida. : 

pasts:[___ i altegedty{__ of the 
Winter Garden Klan in 1951, interviewed for any in- 
formation he may have concerning suspects BROOKLYN 
and BELVIN. 

REX 

of the Winter Garden Hardware Store, 

stated he was a member of the Kian but refused to give any other informa- 

tion whatsoever in regard to Klan activities or membership. He stated 
that in his Klan oath he was obliged not to discuss $ anything to outsiders 

about Klan activities. 

He was given to various oubbursts on politics to throw off ques= 
tioning and at one time stated, ‘You guys from the FBI are running around 

here picking on the Klan when you should be out catching the Communists 

who are trying to overthrow the governmente? 

He was advised he would not have to violate the Klan oath and 

that interviewing Agents were aware of who were Klan members in Winter Gar- 

den. He was asked to furnish his opinion of the following named men: 

EARL J. BROOKLYN, TILLMAN BH. BELVIN 
JAMES B. JOHNSON and 

ifs After each name he merely repeated the statement, "Hets a fine 

fellow. 

In view of the fact | has exbremely uncooperative, the in- 

terview was terminated. 

Tt is to be noted] a business partner ol | 

known Winter Garden Klansman who was also uncooperative when 

interviewed. 
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The following invésticati ms conducted by Special Agents 
ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 10, 1952, at Orlando, 

Florida. 

BASIS: JOE N. COX, allegedly old-time Klansman, 
interviewed concerning terrorist activities in 
Orlando and vicinity and for information he might 

have concerning suspects BROOKLYN and BELVIN and 
others. 

KEY 

JOE MV, readily admitted he was a former Klansman connected 

with the Asso ciation of Georgia Klans in Orlando. He stated he has dropped 

active participation in the Klan for many years and is at the present time 
deeply involved in politics. He is’ running for the office of Supervisor 

of Registration for Orange County. 

He disclaimed any knowledge of terrorist activities on the part 
of the Klan although he admitted that it was possible the Klan might have 

béen involved in one or more beabings in the past, adding that he per- 

sonally knew nothing about them. He stated he knows nothing about instant 

bombing and could not name anyone of his former associates in the Klan who 
would be capable of doing anything like that. COX stated that as far as 

the atrocities and terrorist activities of the Klan were concerned he knew 
only what he had seen in the newspapers. 

Concerning suspects BROOKLYN and BELVIN, as woll asf 

JOHNSON and[_| he made the following statements: 

TILLMAN H. BELVIN is recalled as quite a radical persons about 

fifteen years ago. However, ab the present time BELVIN is a very sick man 

and has not been actively associated with the Klan in any way since the be~ 

ginning of World War II. 

COX is not well acquainted with EARL J. BROOKLYN and only knows 

him by sight. . 

~ 21 - 
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is known to COX only as a customer of his 
where he is employed in the Medlock Tractor Company, East Central Avenue , 
Orlando, Florida. 

Concerning suspect JAMES B,. JOPNSON he states he last saw JOHNSON 
about one year ago. He claims to know very little abot yOHNSON but men= 
tioned he had heard JOHNSON had gotten into some kind of trouble abuut a 
year ago in Brevard County, ab which time JOHNSON allegedly beat up a 
white boy for reasons unknown. 

| fs tmimorm to care 
JOE N. COX refused to elucidate on his activities in the Klan, 

falling back on the oath he took at the time he joined the Klan. 

- 22 - 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents | 
and FRANK F. MBECH on March 7, 1952, at Sanford, Florida. 

BASIS: ERNEST JAMES BROOKLYN imbterviewed inamm.0ca 

as he is a brother of a principal suspect, EAR u. 
BROOKLYN. 

ERNEST saMESYSROOKLIN who is 4), years of age resides in an old 
grove near Lake Mary, Florida, being employed as a caretaker and grove 

maintenance man by Wiblock Groves 12 years. ERNEST BROOKLYN claims he had 
not seen his brother EARL BROOKLYN in six months. He said that latest 

visit six months ago occurred incidental to a fox hunting trip by EARL - 

BROOKLYN and some companion whose identity is unknown to ERNEST BROOKLYN. 

He related that ever since they wene very young he and HARL always fought 

each other. He said EARL, BROOKLYN was a type who would be inclined to 

fight if anyone disputed his word. Because of his terrible temper ERNEST 

BROOKLYN developed the habit of just listening to EARL and not even carry~ 

ing on a two-way conversation with him for fear of receiving a beating from 

tim, He doubts that EARL BROOKLYN has visited his, ERNEST*s, home more 

than six times during the twelve years that ERNEST has resided in the grove 

at Lake Mary. During that period he himself has visited EARLts home about 

three or four times. He claims thab he dees not even know where EARL BROOK~ 

TYN is presently employed. He knows nothing about EARL BROOKLYN*'s Kian 

activities except that he know that in the past EARL has been a member of 

the ten. whom he has seen more often told 

him that both he and EARL belonged to the Klan and tried to induce ERNEST 

to joins 

When questioned about EARL BROOKLYN’s associates ERNEST BROOKLYN 
stated that years ago EARL us round with WALTER BALLARD [ss 

d He believed that EARL was 

associated with re than anyone else until they had a dis- 

agreement over some unknown matter about two years ago. Since that time. 

44 is his understanding they have seen very little of each other. When 

questioned as to the reason why EARL BROOKEYN has such an anti-negro feel- 

ing ERNEST BROOKLYN could only attzibute it to the race riot which occurred 

~ 23 - 
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in their home town of Ocoee, Florida, in 1919 or 1920 when many negroes 
were killed and their houses burned. He believes that incident must have 
had a lasting effect on EARL. He also stated that[ ————sifeles 
the same way about negroes as EARL does»” ERNEST BRCOKLIN recalled that 
KARL BROOKLYN used to hunt with SI i ING many years AZO» 

My f , an: Aan ee ne 

When questioned about TILLMAN|BELVIN, ERNEST/IBRIOKIYN claimed he 
never did know him. When questioned about instant ease * ii j e 
killing of HARRY MOORE at Mims he stated he had never a 
mention HARRY MOORE and knew nothing about the case except what he rea 
in the newspaper. He further claimed he did not know many of the people 
in Winter Garden except some very old settlers since he restricted his ac- 
tivities to the Lake Mary area which is many miles from Winter Garden. 
EARL BROOKLYN is not the type person to visit or associate with his rel- 
atives. Therefore his sisters who are named below have had ve thle 
contact with him in recent years. In fact EARL BROOKLYN ond 

o not get along very well together either. 

P] nase soos axe as follow: 
pd of Ocoee, Florida—imsband works . 
or Ropers Packing Company. " | 

Mrs CALVIN (ANNIE) MANN who is the oldest in the family and 
resides somewhere iin Lakeland, Florida. | 

of Ocoee, Florida--hushand works 
for an grove works 

In an attempt to locate ERNEST BROOKLYN] —=s@YdS of Lake 
Mary, Florida, was interviewed. She 
‘stated that the BROOKLYN family is not very close and that 
sees his own family only about twice a month. The first and last time she I 
ever saw EARL BROOKLYN was about four years ago. At pos time _sines then 
EARL BROOKLYN dropped in ab the house and inquired of if he had 
seen any of his dogs. It seemed BARL BROOKLYN was in on a fox hunt and had 
lost his dogs. She knows that EARL BROOKLYN does not associate with his 
family because of his bad temperament. isited her home 
on several occasions, ae to talk baseball wit who is a 

& 
~ 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CLYDE 
P. ADERHOLD and on March 10, 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 

BASIS who Cis reported to bs ‘involved 
in terrorist activities in the Winter Garden, Ficrida, 
area, interviewed for information concerning these ac- 
tivities and for backgfound information concerning ’ 
suspects BROOKLYN and BELVIN. 

HSS 

aviged|] the Mims Barber 
shop and resides at Winter Garden, Florida. He stated 
he has lived at Winter Garden for approximately| |years and that he is 

nane being) | 
He admitted joining the Ku Kiux Klan at Winter Garden in ahout 

1936 or 1937. He said he remstnod, .a member until approximately 1947. 
He advised thet for a period of about two years just before the last war 
he had been a member of the Klokann Committee at Winter Garden. He said - Le 

at no time while he was a member of this committbee had they participated b7c 
in any terrorist activities. . b7D 

advised that he returned from the Army in about 1946 and 
that when he attended a Kian meeting at Winter Garden he became disgusted 
because the Klan was becoming involved in politics and he saw some members 
of the Klan with whom he did not care to associate. He stated he has not. 
been to a Klan meeting since that time and knows nothing of the Klan activ- 

“ities. 

He refused to furnish the names of officers or members of the 

Klan at the time he was attending because of the oath he had taken at the 

time he entered the Klan. 

advised he well acquainted with as - 
had worked as in the Mims Barber Shop for about ten 

months. He recalled he had a fight wit because had stolen 

a gun and he also remembered tha had been taken out by a group of 

~ 25 — 
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white men and beaten and shot. He denied having anything whatsoever to do 
with this crime and denied knowing the identity of the men who participated. 
He explained he and his wife often attend auction sales in the vicinity at i ae ee ee ee 
asked[ to try to_find some odd or anticus pistols for his gun col- 
lection. According to told him if he found any such pis- 
tols he should buy them and would give him the money he paid for 
the guns. [tated at one aution aale held in’Orlando during about 

e fi part of 1949 he purchased a pistol for about $2.00 or $3.00 for 
He said the name of this pistol was "British Bulldog? and that 

he had obtained this pistol at an auction being held by the Trail Auction 
House located on South Orange Blossom Trail'in Orlando{ advised 
he took this gun to the barber shop and placed it, in a canvas bag in which. 
aes barbéring tools. At the time he placed the gum in the bag 

saw hime He said he never thought any more about the = 
til about a month later when a young colored boy know ee 

| leame to him and told | had this gun in the negro quarters 
and was threatening some of negroes with it. 

He said when he received this information he went to the canvas 
bag and saw was Missing. He then asked[ sf’ he had taken 
the gun and admitted having the -at home. He said this was ap- 
proximately 1:00 P.M. and that he tol he would give him one hour 

ich to bring the gun back to the barber shop. According t 
stayed around the barber shop until the last minute and just man- 
get home and bring the back by 2:00 P.M. tated as 
gave him the asked why he had taken it. 

According to then said for him to keep his mouth shut as 
tten his back and also used some profanity at that time. 
said whe made this statement he tried to hi 

the pistol but missed him. Both scuffled around the barber shop and 
said never tried to hit him but only kept way e 
He thought they had sceuffled about five minutes whe hurt his in- 
jured knee and ended the scuffle by sitting in the middle of the barber 
shop floor. He then got up and continued his business and to the best of 
his memory, | stayed at the barber shop. 

About 3:00 P.M. WILLIE WELCH, former policeman at Winter — 

was having some trouble wi thinks at this time he 
asked WELCH to put tealing the gun.[  ———sirecalis 
that WELCH got Policeman 

- 
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office laced [jam oe stated nothing more was 
said about til about 7:00 P.M. when he was driving home. He 
explained he stopped in his automobile at a stop si beside the 
Pirst National Bank ab Winter Garden and that Offi r 
and asked if he was going to get a warrant out fo said 
he told. he was not going to get a warrant and that 
be turned loosed. He then went home, had up_of coffee with his wife and 
they , he and his wife, then went to an 

sale at onantof ean he did not hear what happened to 
until the following morning when al___——C—C wht perrtattied 

a shoe shop at Winter Garden at that time stopped by the barber shop and 
told tials been taken out by a-group of white men the night be- 
forevand beaten and shot. stated again that he had nothing what- 

soever to do with this crime and did not know the persons responsible for 

ite 

[ _____]saia he has been acquainted with EARL J. BROOKLYN for 
about twenby years. He said he first met BROOKLYN at Qcoee, Florida, and 

that BROOKLYN at that time had a reputation of being a tough character in 

Ocoeese He said to the best of his memory BROOKLYN seemed always to be 

fighting and that[ ________'| had had fist fights with BROOKLYN. 

He denied knowing TILLMAN H. BELVIN. 

[sisdY also advised the only information he had concerning 

the HARRY T. MOORE case was what was read by him in the newspapers. He 

stated he had never heard of the name HARRY T. MOORE until he read about’ 

the bombing of MOOREts residence. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents [ 

| ___Jand ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 12, 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 

Jysrn| interviewed inasnuch 
was a former fellow employee of suspect 

BROOKLYN at the Super Concrete Company and, according 

to BROOKLYN's supervisor, was approached by BROOKLYN 
to join the Klan. 

Kt 

While attempting to establish contact with 
[ volunteered the following information concerning 

former association with the Klan. 

She stated he was a former manber of the Klan but she had forced 

him to quit the organization when they were married about two years ago. 
She stated he had been originally invited to join the Klan by EARL BROOKLYN 

with yhonl——~"Jare well acquainted. When BROOKLYN 
approached him to join the Klan he had a great deal of respect and admira- 

tion for BROOKLYN and was an enthusiastic member of the Klan. Since that 
time he apparently has lost his admiration for BROOKLYN and does not now 

like him 

She identified the following individuals as being associated with 

J a above individuals she was able to recall MOSHE... 

BRYANT-and as being members of the Klan around Ocoee, Florida 
‘where she was born and reared. She knew there were other Klansmen around 

Ocoeé, was unable to recall their names ab the present time. 
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t ed persons|__ | said she was , 

certal were members of a Klan, although she 

was not sure whether they weré members in her husband's Klavern. She stated 
her husband liked both of these individuals very much and was very friendly 

with them. 

-_ 

stated she personally does not like EARL J. BROOKLYN 
although she was unable to make any specific statements concerning the 

basis of her dislike for him. She stated she just does not like hin. 

To date repeated attempts to contact and interview] 

have been unsuccessful. 
¥ 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CLYDE 

P. ADERHOLD and’ on March 1, 1952, at Apopka, Florida. 

BASIS: Confidential Informant advised suspect. EARL be 

BROOKLYN contacted|_ saat: Apopka numerous BIC 

times during the months of November and December, 

i951. 

set 
f 

whose business address 

is in eare of the Talton Real Estate Company, Apopka, advised he had joined 

the Klan at Apopka in 1946. He said this was immediately after he was 

discharged from the Armed Forces. He stated that from about 1947 to 1948 

he wa £ the, fu Klux Klan at Apopka, the Association of Georgia 

Klans, and that WILLIAy AR was Exalted Cyclops at thit time. BOGAR was 

the only Exalted Cyclops [ could remember. He explained he did not 

attend meetings regularly because of his business and that during 1749 he 

stopped going to meetings altogether.[______Jadvised he became disgusted 

with the organization because of the lack of unity among the members and 

that the members were continuously squabbling among themselves. 

He also advised that the only person he could remember that at- 

tended the Klan meetings at Apopka who was from Winter Garden was 

He remembered him because[____——__—siwas: always asking for contri- 

butions for sick people in the Winter Garden area.. He advised he did not 

know T. H. BELVIN and that to the be ‘his memory BELVIN had never at~ 

tended a Klan meeting at Apopka nial | was in attendance. He 

said he has known EARL BROOKIYN for about two_years only as a constituent 

who lives in his,| ___——_—eounty district ‘TC __]stated he has never 

seen BROOKLYN at a Klan meebing and he does not know whether BROOKIYN is a 

member of the Ku Klux Kian. 

advised that during the months of November and December, 

1951, BROOKLYN was interested in having a dirt road repaired in front of 

his house and also interested in being connected with the Orlando Water 

supply system] ____|said BROOKLYN contacted him numerous times in re- 

gard to these matters and thatt had finally had the road fixed 
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in front of BROOKLYN's house to stop BROOKLYN from contacting him. He 
also had assisted in getting connected with the water supply b6 
system of Orlando. stated at no time while he was a member of the b7c 
Kian had he ever heard anyone at a Klan meebing discuss any terrorist 
activities. He said he had never known the name HARRY T. MOORE wtil he 
read in the paper that MOOREfs residence had been bombed ‘on Christmas day, 
1951, He also advised that he had never heard that anyone had plans of 
the MOORE residence. 
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The follow i i Lon was conducted by Special Agents 
CLYDE P. ADERHOLD and on March 12, 1952, at Winter Gar- 
den, Florida. 

BASIS: [ ____|anterviewed for any information ha “ 
he could give regarding Klan and terrorist activ- 
ities, Winter Garden area, and information concern- 
ing instant case. 

Tt 

ee he is part owner of the M & M Welding Shop and 
resides on Street in Winter Garden, Florida. He said he has 
been living in Winter Garden since about 1920 and has beea a member of the 
Ku Klux Klan since about 1923.[____]in the past has held the position of 
treasurer in the Klan but states he holds no position ai. the present time. 
He stated the Klan in Winter Garden is mostly a benevolsnt association that 
takes care of its sick mombers. He has never_heard any discussion in a 
Klan meeting ‘concerning terrorist activities | ____ifadvi aod that if the 

Klan has participated in any such activities the plans were probably made 
in the Klokann Committee. He denied he had ever participated in any such 

activities. He explained that he is against night riding activities and 

that he definitely believes in law and order. He stated if he positively 

knew the Klan had participated in any terrorist activities he would resign 

but he believes the Klan is being falsely accused. 

He advised he has known EARL BROOKLYN about four years and met 

him through his fox hunting activities. He stated he knew nothing derog~ 
abory concerning BROOKLYN'ts character and would not_state whether or not 

he knew BROOKLYN to be a member of the Ku Klux Kian.[___aiso advised he 

has known TILLMAN H. BELVIN for many years. He admitted seeing BELVIN at 

Klan meetings and stated to his knowledge BELVIN was of excellent character 

and had never participated in any terrorist activities. 

, [id refused to give the names of the members of the Klan at 

Winter Garden because of the oath he had taken at the time he entered the 

Klan. He stated he had attended Klan meetings at Apopka, Florida, with 
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TILLMAN He BELVIN but to the- best of his memory he had never been to a 
Klan meeting with SARL J. BROOKLYN. 

He denied ever seeing the plans of MOORE*s house and said to his 

knowledge HARRY T. MOORE had never been discussed at a Klan meeting. He 

said the first time he heard of MOORE was when he read about the bombing 

of the MOORE residence at Mims. 
% 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 
t. NIscHcez al on March 11, 1953, ob Winter Gerden, 
Florida. 

pisis:[___— Anterewed inaemuch 
as he was reportedly involved in terrorist activities, - 
for information regarding BROOKLYN and BELVIN. 

denied being a Klans- 
He stated he had 

been in receipt of post cards back in 1946 and 1947 asking him to join the . 
Ku Klux Klan but he had ignored these invitations. He advised he has " 
never been approached by any individual seeking his membership in the Klan. 

dvisged he did not know EARL BROOKLYN, T. H. BELVIN, - 
Je Be JOHNSON , ° ° 

He stated he has never engaged in terrorist artivities and was 
at a loss to know how such gossip had been started in regard to him. He 
advised he is not anti-negro in the least since his business establishment 
caters primarily to the negroes in the colored quarters of Winter Garden. 
It is noted market is situated on the corner of 9th Street and 
Plant Avenue and that the majority of his trade is with the negro population. 

He could furnish no inforniation regarding the beatings admin=- y 

istered to the negroes or whites in or around Winter Garden. However, he 
stated a couple months ago to the best of his knowledge a colored cab 

e ed ad mentioned to him that_he was riding around 

j cab and during this. ride had severely. 
cursed a white man. At this point told he got out of 

cab _and left as he knew something might happen. Later he read 

that eab had been shot up and [had received a severe beat~ 
Inge said he knew of no other incidents and felt sureL___]eould 

identify the white man who had been cursed by ’ 

He advised he is not aware of anyone he knows being a Klansman. 

He said it is possible some of his acquaintances are Klansmen but he is 
not aware of their membership. ) 

‘yl 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 13, 1952, at Monteverde, Florida. 

BASIS: [|__| interviewed inasmuch as he 
was pas ted Cyclops of the Winter Garden Klan 
for any information he might have concerning ter=- 
rorist activities and background concerning sus= 
pects in instant case. 

er 

was interviewed at his work in an orange grove 
in the vicinity of Monteverde. He readily admitted he had been a member 
of the Winter Garden branch of the Association of Georgia Klans for several 
years but stated he had not paid his dues for three or four months. He 
stood on his oath taken as a Klansman in refusing to veveal the names of 
any individual menbers of the Klan. 

He furnished the following information concerning the following 
individuals although he would not admit they were members of a Klan. 

BARL J. BROOKLYN: known to him several, years ago before BROOKLYN 
moved away from west Orange County. . 

{| Cd known for a few years. Appears to be a 
good citizen, not given to any form of violence. 

fT known for several years and believed of good 
character. He knows of no trouble in which has been involved. 

knows him as [| for the Winter Garden 
Citrus Growers Exchange and believes him to be of good character. 

. TILLMAN B. BELVIN: knew him several years ago when he was in 
the garage business in Orlando. BELVIN appeared to be of good character. 

JAMES B. JOHNSON: acyuainted with him only slightly and net, 
at a barbecue several years ago, the occasion not recalled. 
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Names of other individuals who have come up in instant iinvesti-~ 
gation as being associated with the Klan in and around Winter Garden were 
mentioned 1 Of each he stabed he either did not know him or 

he was a person known to him only by name and as far as he knew he was of 
good character. 

stated he knew of no one in the Klan who would be 

capable of commiting an atrocity such as instant bombing. He stated that 
at no time either in or out of any Klan meeting had he seen the floor plans 
of MOORE*s house. In addition, he had never heard any discussion concern- 
ing MOORE either by Klansmen or other persons. 

He promised should any information concerning instant case come 
to his attention he would immediately convey same to the FBI. 
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The following i i 10n was conducted by Special Agents CLYDE 
P, ADERHOLD and on Mareh 12, 1952, at Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

BASIS: 
Winter Garden, Florida, interviewed for any informa- 
tion he may have “concernirig suspects in instant case 

_ and information concerting terrorist activities around 
Winter Garden. . 

viously reported advised he re- 
sides at d is the Ison Shell Service 
station in Winter’ Garden. said he was a member of the Ku Kiux Kian 
at Winter Garden for about twelve months during 1948 anc 1949. He said that 
while he was in the Klan he had heard rumors that the Kian had p ste 
in terrorist activities and that because of this he had resigtred. 
said he did not want to belong to any organization that would do such things . 
and the fact there were rumors to the effect the Klan wes participating 
in night riding activities was sufficient reason for him to resign. He 
said he has not been to a Klan meeting since that time. 

He-refused to give the names of the officers and members of the 
Kian during that period because of the oath he had taken at the time he 
entered the Klan. He said he had no information as to the identity of 
persons participating in terrorist activibies in that area. He also ad- 
vised he had never seen the plans of HARRY T. MOORE*s house at a Klan meet- 
ing or anywhere else and that he had never heard of HARRY T. MOORE until ~ 
he read about the bombing of MOORE*s house in the newspaper. 

se OT 
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IT. INVESTIGATION RE REGARDING SUSFECT JAMES Be JC OHNSON 
TEE OF ES EOE oe 

# 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 
T. NISCHWITZ nf on March 19, 1952, ab Sharpe, Florida. 

BASIS: [eas reported to have intro 
duced JAMES B, JOHNSON to T-8. JOHNSON thereafter 
tried to organize a Klavern of the Ku Klux Klan in 
Cocéa; Florida. 

4 

Te 

s not a member of the 
Klan but had been a member of He stated\he was a 
member irl sin 1945 a and to his knowledge was 
the Exalted Cyclops. Later s on the Klokann Committee along with 
JAMES B. JOHNSON and one ALVIE GEORGE who is now deceased. 

He advised that during his association with the Kian he did not 
participate in-and had not heard of any "rides or terrorist activities. 
He said he knew they made up baskets of food and delivered them to the 
needy negroes around Christmas time and then they would tell the negroes 
who the food was from and would frighten then ‘fli not know the 
purpose of this. 

stated he had never heard of HARRY T. MOORE until the 

instant bombing and that he had never seen or heard of any floor plans of 
MOORE?s home. On no occasion. had he heard MOORE*s name mentioned at any 

meeting he attended while a member of the Klan. 

Qn occasion some of the Orlando "boys? came over to_Cocoa to Dish 

off the bridge. The grou usually include B, JQHNSON 

(phonetic) i aid he 
was not sure whether or no was_a Klansman. 

On one occasion he recalled JAMES B. JOHNSON mentioned to[_ = that 
he would like to organize a Klavern of the Klan jin Cocoa and that he had 

mentioned it one or two times. He recalled on one of the fishing trips 

JOHNSON and his associates mentioned Confidential Informant T-8 as previously 

reported.[ si stated that there were no Klaverns in Brevard County 
to his knowledge. ‘ 
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| hats he had neyer_ been to n meeting since he 
moved from Orlando in 1947. He said Hee en ee ielivered 300 
pounds of fish to the Klan meeting hall west of Orlando on a lake. The 
fish were for a fish fry the Klan planned. He did not participate in the 
activities bub merely delivered the fish and returned to Cocoa. 

When questioned eoncerning JOHNSON he stated he was a good fellow 
but trough and ready), He stated he never heard JOHNSON mention HARRY T. 
MOORE at any time while fishing or otherwise. He,did not know much about 

[ put stated he knew was a Klansman 
abv ONC LiMee 

He named the following as having been Klansmen during the time 
he was a members Ff 

a big fat, happy-go-lucky person{ ha 

no knowledge of his being a rough character. 

JAMES B, JOHNSON, a good fellow, but trough and readytr. 

f of whom he knew nothing derogatory. 

JOE N. COX, secretary, seemed like a nice old fellow. 

P_event vhom he knew nothing other than his} membership. 

RAYMOND G. HOWELL, of whom he knew only of his membership. 

* 

honetic), of whose last name he was not sure 
but believed ib to b who came from near Tampa and was always agi- 

tating for cross burning and beating someone but to his knowledge no one 

paid much attention to him. 

[ who was a nice fellow who played poker in the Klan 

Lodge often. 

oe mua sant, ant soorsny, [— 
he said he did not know them by name. 

While viewing photographs of Klansmen and suspected Klansmen he 

picked out a picture ed and said he believed he was a 
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member of the Florida Klan in 1945 or 1946. He did not know his name and 
when he eare aes stabed it was not familiar to him. He picked a 

- photograph of as one who always said the Kian ought to go back 

to the methods of the Old Klan, burning crosses and ‘log rolling?. 

advised that log rolling meant beating or whipping. He could not 

identify any other photographs or names of known or suspected Klansmen. 

It is to be noted] i was very cooperative during the inter= 
view and advised that if he could be of any assistance he would be glad to 
help. He advised he would notify the FBI at once should any information 

regarding instant case be received by him. 
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TTI. INVESTIGATION REGARDING SUSPECT E. Co, CAMPBELL 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents |__| 

| —s—ssdand ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 18,1952, at Titusville, Florida. 

BASIS: All motels, hotels and trailer camps in 
vicinity of Mims checked for suspicious individuals 
registered Christmas, 1951 or period immediately 
preceding o b6 

b7C 
Ie 

The following individuals, either owners or managers of the hotels, 
motels and trailer camps for a ten mile radius from Mims, Florida, were 

contacted. In each instance they stated no suspicious persons, to their 

knowledge, had been registered over the pertinent period and they had no 

information relative instant investigation. 

assador Motel 
Titusville Guest Home 
Clinton Motel 

Terrace Motel 
Titusville Cabins 

Rainbow Tea Room and Courts 
River Palms Hotel Court ‘ 
eon=State Trailer Park 

arolina Motel 
Longhorn Cabins and Trailers 

ashington Hotel 
Mount Vernon Lodge 

hady -Qaks Motel 
» Dee®s Motor Court | 
Indian River Villas Motel Court 
Paims Hotel . 

Siesta Motel 
eluxe Trailer Court 
Dixie Hotel 
Blue Top Cabins 
ive Oaks Cabins 

~ hl ~ 
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Titusville Trailer Court 
Bay Viiew Hotel 

urtt and Wilder Cabins b6 
b7c River Shore Motel 

Riverside Hotel 
Floridian Hotel=-Apartments 

-~ h2 
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owing investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 4, 11 and 18, 19525 at 

Titusville and Allenhurst » Florida. 

BASIS: Information eeecenved from Mobile and 
Birmingham that E. / CAMPBELL allegedly flew a 
light plane from Birmingham, Alabama, to Titusville, 
Florida, on December 25, 1951, placed a clock 
mechanism dynamite bomb under MOORE'’s bedroom and 
was halfway back to Birmingham when the bomb went off. b6 

b7c 
Seek 

By teletype dated March 4, 1952, the Mobile Office advised that 
Confidential Informant T~7 had obtained information to the effect that E. 
C. CAMPRELL of Birmingham, Alabama, owned a Piper Cub plane and that he 
flew it to Florida December 25, 1951, landing at an airport near Mins, , 
probably Titusville. CAMPBELL reportedly stated he was halfway back to 
Birmingham in his plane when the clock mechanism on a bomb set off the dyna- 
mite under MOOREts bedroom. In this teletype it was reported that Florida 
State InvestigatorL —————Cids reed taliing with a night policeman 
at Titusville and that this policeman mentioned to him that a light plane 
had possibly landed at the Titusville Airport last Christmas afternoon. 

By letter dated February 29, 1952, the Birmingham Office advised 
that suspect CAMPBELL is employed by the Temmessee Coal and Iron Company at 
Birmingham, Alabama. Through a confidential contact with an official of 
the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company it was determined that CAMPBELL did not 
work on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, Derember 23, 24 and 25, 1951. In this 
comection it will be noted that CAMPBELL works the night shift from 11:00 
P.M. to 7:CO A.M. His work days are so arranged that when his time record 
indicates he worked eight hours on, for example, December 27, he actually 
went to work at 11:00 P.M. December 24, working through 7:00 A.M. December 
2(e In this connection it is also noted CAMPBELL?s work record indicates 
he put in eight hours of work December 26, 1951, indicating he appeared for 
work at 11:00 P.M. December 25, 1951. This would mean that should CAMPBELL 
have actually flown to Titusville, placed the bomb under victim MOOREts 
house and réturned to Birmingham on December 25, 1951, he would have had 
to return prior to 11:00 P.M. at which time he reported for work. 
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By teletype dated March 7, 1952, the Birmingham Office advised 
suspect CAMPBELL has a rating of Captain in the Civil Air Patrol and is a 
squadron leader. At the time he made applicatdon for the Civil Air Patrol 
he listed among his references one WILLIAM RRIS, head of the Ku 
Klux Klan in Alabama. In his original applicatiln CAMPBELL indicated he 
had some 325 hours of flying experience, ineluding practically all light 
and medium type planes. At the time, date unknown, he owned a BTI3A (Con- 
solidated Vultee) bearing NC 65801. This plane was sold by him over a 
year ago and has not been in flyable condition in the recent past. Ib was 
determined that due to CAMPBELL's wide acquaintance with various plane owners 
at the Mmicipal Airport in Birmingham he could have had access to practically 
any light plane desired by Him on a loan basis and, further, that the CAA — 
would not have required his filing flight plans for any such plane. The 
records of the Civil Air Patrol fail. to reflect any flights made by CAMP- 
BELL in official Civil Air Patrol planes during the period of instant bomb- 
Inge 

Titusville Airport, advised that the 
Titusville Airport is open to all transient aircraft and that it has gas- b6 
oline and mechanic services available. He stated that they do not rent bIC 

hangar space or tie-down space to transient aircraft. Therefore no records 

are maintained for sucha He also stated that no record of Landings or 

take-offs are recorded because no fees are charged for landings. 

[I Stated + Decenibe 1951, he was at the air- 
port until 2:00 P.M. ‘and that was on duty at the field 

absence and would_know if any aircraft entered or left the 

field. During the interview___|noted the closest airfield to the 
Titusville-Mims area is an auxiliary air strip located along the east coast 

at a fishing camp called Allenhurst which is 20 miles northeast of the Mims- 

Titusville area. He also stated that on occasions many light plane enthus- 

iasts have landed on the river bottoms along the St. Johns River for fish- 

ing purposes. He stated this river bottom is sometimes excellend for land~ 

ing if the wind is right and then again if the river is high landing is 

impossible. 

He stated that during the hours he was working at the field no 

aircraft landed or took off. He recalled he returned to the Meld around 

5:00 P.M. and thereafter no aircraft landed or took off. He said that 

although the field has a lighting system which enables night operations this 
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Lighting system is not automatic and has to be turned on manually. He Pe 

said he did not light the field for any night landings or take-offs dur- © 

ing that evening. 

recalled that he had been at the airfield 

during the entire afternoon of Christmas day. He stated that during the 

time he was there no planes landed or took off. 

In connection with the interviews of ___ 
they were shown a photograph of suspect E. C. CAMPBELL. Neither co 

effect an identification. 

Tt should be noted that Allenhurst is an extremely small community 

consisting of a restaurant and fishing camp with several cabins located 

around the restaurant. The restaurant and fishing ¢ is owned and oper— 

sted ty [odin pertmership with dal 
of whom were interviewed. 

recalled that a light plane bearing two male 

passengers Zended at the airstrip at Allenhurst on December 25, 1951, some~ 

time between 1:00 and 2:00 P.M. ‘The occupants got out of the plane, came 

over to the restaurant, had lunch and inmediately returned to their plane 
and took off. They estimated these individuals were on the ground at 

Allenhurst approximately twenty to thirty minutes. To the best of their 

recollection these individuals spoke to no one other than the waitress to 

whom they gave their order and took off without meeting anyone. 

recalled this incident in much the same manner as did 

the He stabed he spoke to them and that one of thé men stated they 

were heading into the Carolinas after they left Allenhurst. He also recalled - 

that they appeared to be worried about the take-off and the possibility of 

eross winds making the take-off difficult. He also recalled one of them 

asked _ the closest town was to which he replied Titusville. According 

to hese men landed, had lunch, returned to their plane and took 

off. He stated he watched them take off and noted they headed south and he 

thought it was peculiar in the light of their statenent that they were head= 

ing into the Carolinas.[___ stated that the plane was a two-tone yellow 
e and red plane and elieved it was an Aeronca Champ. It should be 

noted that neithe was able to give a description of 

the plane or its occupants. : 
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furnished the following sketchy descriptions of the 

planets occupants: 

Occupant #1: 

Age approximately 40 

Weight 175-185 
Height , 5¢101 

Clothing rough leather jacket similar to 
the A2O Air Force Jacket; 

highly polished brown pointed shoess. 
no hat; 
expensive looking well-pressed trougers 

Occupant #2: 

Age approximately 30 
Weight 175-185 

Height 5 tor | 
Hair brow! 78 C 

Characteristic _ ugquieb types : 

Clothing suit or sport coat and sport trousers 

In comection with the airstrip it will be noted that the strip 
is approximately 200 yards wide and 800 yards long. There are no fa ellities 

such as wind socks or fuel pumps and no lighting facilities. In‘the last 

connection it was determined that a light plane can use automobile oline 

and that the same is available ‘at the Fishing canip operated by nq 

BothL___|stated these men did not get any gasoline 

prior to their take-off. 

On March 11, 1952, Florida State Investigator! was 

telephonically cortacted at which time he advised he recalled discussing 

the possibility of a light plane landing at the Titusville AL rt on 

Christmas afternoon with Titusville night patrolm 

stated that during the investigation immediately following the bombing he 

had metL_____la fellow flying enthusiast, and that they had merely dis~ 
cussed the possibility of a plane landing and the occupants placing a bomb 

under MOORE'’s house and taking off, thus effecting a getaway. 

stated he had never received any concrete statement from r aryone 

else to the effect that a plane had actually landed at the airport. 

- 46 ~ 



e © 
= a. i | a eC 

Night Patrolmn| | Titusville Police Department, stated 
nn having several conversations with State Inve stigator| al. 

but at no’. time did he recall discussing with him the possi 
of a plane landing at the Titusville Airport Christmas afternoon. In this 
oecal aca recalled he had been on duty that night and 
that he had spent the entire day at home with his family. He stated that 
he is a flying enthusiast and that it had been his practice to go out to 
the airport on frequent occasions and fly a Light plane belonging to a 
friend of his. However, this frisnd had sold his plane about three weeks 

prior_to the bombing and[| shad not been able to do any flying since 
tal stated he has never heard any rumors to the effect that a 
plane did or‘did not land at the airport in Titusville on Christmas day. 

i 
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IV. INVESTIGATION OF TERRORIST INCIDENTS, 
ORLANDO AREA 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
JAMES P, SHANNON and FRANK F. MEECH on February 29, 1952, at Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

BASIS: Inasmuch as information had been received that 
a negro had been beaten by a group of white men outside 
the bank at Winter Garden and that suspect BROOKLYN, 
had been left at the acene by his associates, investi=- ‘ 
gation was conducted in the Winter Garden area to deq= 
velop information concerning the identity of the victin 
in that case and the facts surrounding the beating. 

es 

Davis Drug Store, was questioned about bo 
the above described incident, and stated he recalled that one of the negro b7C 

janitors of the bank had received a beating early in the evening. He him- 
self was filling a prescription after the regular pharmacist had gone home 
for the day, heard what he thought was a shot and went out to the rear of 
his store. He saw a negro jumping around in the street near the police 
booth holding his head and shouting and yelling. He believed that WILLIE 
WELCH, the night patrolman who is now deceased was on duty at the time. 

He also believes that a doctor[ —s———Cédwhoo has an office nearby might 
have treated this negro for bruises on his head{_ was: unable to 
recall the name of this negro or the approximate time the incident occurred. 

of the First National Bank, ad-= 
vised that about a year ago it was the pracbice of LUTHER COLEMAN, negro. 

janitor at the Winter Garden Elementary School, to assist the 

regular janitor of the bank, who was also the janitor of the Lake View 

High School, Winter Garden, in cleaning the bank, after hours. He under= 
stands that it was in the evening about 6 or 7 otclock in February. 1 

LUTHER COLEMAN walked out of the side entrance of the bank a 
was still in the bank. After COLEMAN started to shout and ree 

urbance as he was receiving a beating from some unknown white men 
went out and on seeing what was going on was able to go back_into the 

building without being harmed by the unknown group of white mens 

advised he knew nothing about the incident himself because he was not at 

the scene. 
in 
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ee ee at the Lake View High School, who 
resides at related that early in 1951 on a Tuesday in 
February at about 7:00 P.M., as he and LUTHER COLEMAN were cleaning the 
bank premises at Winter Garden LUTHER COLEMAN went out the side entrance 
of the bank and was beaten by at least four white men. At the time this 
occurred LUTHER had been working upstairs in the bank and he was doing the 
cleaning downstairs. He dropped a load of waste paper in the trash can 
outside the bank and returned into the bank premises. Then LUTHER COLEMAN ~ 
walked out_the side entrance to drop some waste paper into the waste basket. 
Just as he was starting to sweep the floor on the ground floor he 
heard LUTHER COLEMAN shouting, "Help, police.#[ __|ran out the*side 
entrance of the bank and saw that aboub at least four white men had LUTHER 
COLEMAN on the ground across the street and were_beating him with sticks 
or clubs. dust al leane out on the street these white men were just 
turning LUTHER loose and he started crawling on his haads_and knees across 
the street back towards the bank hollering all the timo{_—sumdeerr- 
stood that these white men had tried to force LUTHER COLEMAN into a black 
car which was parked across the street from the side entrance of the bank 
but he fought so hard and was able to brace his feet agoznst the sides of 
the car so that they were unable to get him into the car. After he fell 
to the street outside the car the white men started to beat him. After 
they turned LUTHER COLEMAN Loose the men drove a in two cars, the black 
car and a yellow convertible which had the top up. was unable 
to furnish any other description of these cars and did not obtain any license 
nuibers. (It is to be noted here that the yellow convertible_described Be 
[was determined by subsequent investigation to belong to 
who is Se es Garden high school and who 
was a witness to the scene.) was unable to furnish any des- 
cription whatsoever of the assailants of LUTHER COLEMAN. He did learn 
from COLEMAN that the first .whitte ked up to him was a stout man. 
He understood that two white men a the school 
and a{__——————swittnessed this ‘incident. He believes tha 
Saw a shotgun in the possession of one of the men| _|bimself never did 
see any firearm. 

LUTHER GCOLEMAN is presently a field foreman in a citrus grove 
in another part of the state of Florida. He worked for about a month in | 
Winter Garden after this beating and then went. elsewhere to visit his 
father who was ill. He came back to Winber Garden several times_in the 
interim but the last time he was told not to come back any more 
was unable to furnish the source of this warning or threat but states that 
some negro whose identity is unknown to him furnished him the information. 

~ 19 - 
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[_Jatvisea that| std resides at 
Oakland, Florida. 

| __ el desing on 
: new Irighway to Clermont, who is t at the Lake 
: View High School, Winter Garden, furnished the following information. Some-=- 
| time in February, 1951 in the early evening about 7 otclock as the local 

testes i diacharging ‘some of its audiencel________Jand 
re driving north on Boyd Street in Winter Garden. As 

| they drove across the railroad track and were passing the police booth he 
Saw a group of about five white men struggling with a colored man. They 
had a car in the middle of the street across from the bank. At the time 
he came to this car to which that group of white men had been dragging the 
negro the men had already been able to put this negro into this car. Then 
the negro managed to get out of this car. As he was passing this other 
car he noticed there was a shotgun pointed out of the car toward the negro. 
Because of his interest in getting out of the Line of fire he turned around 
the corner at Plant Street going east and parked near the grocery. He got 
out of the car after hearing a shot and came back arouria Lhe corner toward 
the spot where he had seen the struggle. By the time he got back around 
the corner he noticed two cars driving north up the street across the main 

railroad tracks toward Lake Apopka. At the time the negro who had been 
struggling with this group was lying in the street for a few seconds and 
then got up and started yelling for the police. The night patrolman on 
duty, WILLIE WELCH, now deceased, walked leisurely up from the police booth 
but did nothing for the screaming negro. | lclaims he is unable 
to recall any of the white men who were beating the negro and could give no 
description of the two automobiles which sped away with the terrorists in 

them. 

Pa tal ee Pe ee 

tne eo ee 

a TEE TE 

ee. - 
aera pee det 

on interview advised 

she recalled seeing five or.six white men struggling in the street, trying 
to force a negro man into a grey car which looked like a Mercury. As the 

car in which she was riding passed the group the struggle was still in 

: progress. She doesntt know whether or,not the group of white men ever were 

L able to get the negro into the car. As they came down the street going 
north on Boyd Street it looked to her like it was a street brawl. Then as 

i! they drove past she recalls hearing more than one shot as they were turn- 
, ing the corner on to Plant a stated that her hare 

ge Te TTT a aE 

was driving their 1941 Ford convertible. She was pretty certain there was 
another car which drove off north on Boyd Street with the aforementione: 

% 
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grey car but she was unable to furnish any description cf that car or a 

description of any of the white men who were beating the negro. 

who resides in Oakland i d is employed 

as a, domestic by advised that LUTHER COLEMAN , 
is presently residing ab 300 Lemon Street, Sebring, Florida. She insists 
thal LUTHER COLEMAN, vho has been in the Winter Garden area 
since 1935 never knew why he was attacked. At least he never told her \ 

that there was any reason for the abtack by the group of white men. Ac- * 
cording to information she received from LUTHER it was on February 6, 1951, 

between 7:30 and 8:00 P.M. that he walked out of the bank to sweep the side- 

walk along Boyd Street which is the side street to the bank. He was sud- 

denly grabbed by each arm by two white men who started to take him across 

the street to a car and force him into the car. He braced his feet hard 

against the sides of the car so that the white men were unable to force 
him into it. When he fell backwards a pistol was discharged once. As: 

the men were trying to force him into the car they hut him over the head 

with some type of a club. After being umsuccessful in getting. LUTHER into 

the car and after beating him over the head a very shor: time the group got 

into the car and drove away. LUTHER told her that he never did see a gun 

but only heard one go off. He couldnft tell the color of the car nor the 

make and was unable to describe any of the men who beat him or even the 

exact number of the men who were involved. He believed that there was 4 

-wan in the ear when the other two tried to force him into the care He told 

her that if he saw any of them again he would not be able to identify them. 

LUTHER was taken tol ho stitched some cuts in his head. This 

injury to his head has caused him considerable worry because he gets dizzy 

spells when the weather gets hot. The constable in Winter Garden is sup- 

posed. to have talked to LUTHER aboub this incident. For two and a half 

weeks after the incident LUTHER COLEMAN went back to work at the elementary 

school in Winter Garden. When his father became 111 in Gainesville, Flor- 
ida, in April, 1951, LUTHER left in order to see him. LUTHER returned to 

visit her in Winter Garden periodic and was last in Winter Garden about 

three weeks ago. It was then trate who rooms with 
over Robinsonts Big Shop told LUTHER about some white folks who had come to 

inquire about LUTHER { __peliewes that inquiry by these white 
men wight have sbarted the rumor that LUTHER had been warned to stay out of 

Winter Garden. She states that LUTHER feels much better staying away from 

Winter Garden because he has always been puzzled by the beating he received 
since he does not know the reason for ite 

Tt is to be noted that none of the above individuals saw EARL J. 
BROOKLYN on the street or at the scene. 
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fhe following investigation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 
Ke SUNKEL and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 11, 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 

, BASIS { interviewed inasmuch as he was 
reportedly a witness to the beating at Winter Garden, 
Florida, about a year ago of a nagro believed to 
be LUTHER COLEMAN. 

BEE 

[| Ss  rtanto Post uftics. advised he 
recalled that about a year ago he and a friend, [OT a fellow 
employee at the Orlando Post Office, were in Winter Garden delivering news= 
papers. He said his mother operates a newspaper route which he delivers 
for her in the evening. He stated he an must have been in Winter 
Garden about 7:00 or 7:30 P.M. because it was dark at the time they heard 
the cries of the negro being beaten. ‘They heard cries for help and, as 
nearly as he can recall, a shot. At that time he and[___Jran around 
from the rearof the Post Office where they were delivering papers and saw 
a crowd gathering by the Winter Garden Bank. Upon approaching the crowd 
he saw a negro sitting on the curb wiping his head. From comments of the 
crowd he gathered the negro had been beaten by some white men who_had made 
their escape, driving two automobiles. He stated neither he ror{__] 
actually saw the beating nor did they see the automobiles in which the men 
escaped. He recalled a police car came a few seconds after they arrived 
on the scene. 

was unable to recall anyone who stated he had seen the 
actual beating. In this connection he noted he is not well acquainted 
with any individual in Winter Garden and was therefore unable to recognize 
any of the persons in the crowd. 

i stantially the same information as 
that furnished by 
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The following im a nducted by Special Agents b7D 
ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ and Marah 8 and 10, 1952, at 
Winter Garden, Florida. 

BASIS: [interviewed concern~ 
ing the identity of his nephew who married a girl 
allegedly beaten by the Klan. 

sHe 

advised 
he who lives 
on nee who lives out- 

ee on th exact Location unknown 
who recently married a Clermont girl unknown to him, who live 

somewhere in Orlando, exact address unknown; an 
who is presently serving in the United States Marine 

Corps and the address of Pas unknown. 

{ _|statea none of his[ sds were ever beaten by the 
o He recalled he knew of a girl who was severely beaten by Klan mem= | 

bers a short time ago. He did not recall the exact date. He said one 
(phonetic) and an unknown girl were bathing on a beach at 

Lake Apopka, at which time a carload of men came to the beach and took the 
girls away in the car. They took them out near Black Lake where they ad- 

ministered a severe beating with oak twigs and fists. He said he. spoke to 
the next day. She would not tell him who was responsible but did 

say it was broad daylight when they ware taken from the beach and the men 
who accosted_them were all masked. He did not know the number of men or 
the name ofl lassociabe. He did stat face was badly marked 
and cut and that her body was severely lashed. The unknown men advised — 

[__]to get out of the state by the next morning. stated 
that soon after he spoke “at he packed and left town, coming back 
to visit on occasions for a short time. 

stated he could not say who in Winter Garden are Klansmen 
and refused to say who he thought perpetrated the beating of 
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He advised on three differerit occasions Klen members tried to 

gett: him, but has does not know why they | he has done 
nothing wrong in the community. He stated one had been taken 
for a "ridett and bsaten severely some years ago and as a result 

ry touchy individual who never travels around without being armed. 

advised he himself carries a revolver and stated that any time the 

Klan attempts to get him he will kill every man he has a chance to. 

He stated that two years ago three carloads of hooded men drove 

up to hiis front door and he grabbed his shotgun, stepped out on the porch 

and told them that the first man who stepped out of the car wo et the 

full blast from the gun, at which time someone asked; "Are yo 

[ gaid he was not and at that time the cars proceeded down the street 

in front of a school teacherts house. He recalled this teacher's name 

wasL_____] There was no beating or violence putL_——sdlef town and 

was never heard from again by amy neighbors. He could not recall the date 

of this incident but believed it was right after the war. 

The only other Klan activities he could recall were that some - 

years ago about 300 cars paraded through Winter Garden filled with hooded 

members and the lead car was a red Jeep which had a burning cross attached 

to the rear. 

"ne following investigation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 

T. NISCHWITZ and 

While’ Incerviewine Jontiaential Informants T-z, T~3 and T-4j- _] 
canine ce individuals in 

Winter Garden, it was learned that | 
T+, that possib ars ago.’ It was also learned from 

and on present whereabouts unknown, were close companions » 

Both had poor reputations in the community and on several occasions were 

seen about the tow with black eyes and various body bruises. T-4 stated 

he had no specific information concerning a whipping that had been admin= 

istered to the two girls by Klansmen. . 

Concerning [Lt Tod eae her mother re resides 

at Stuart, Florida, with her second husband, According 

to T~, was a.barber when he lived in Winter Garden_and was employed 

at the same barber shop withL_ sd a onN@® mm I-1 also 
recalled same talk that had been going around the town tha father 

had been. sts—s—SOCOCiaztncd:. ‘hat: he had been sent to prison 

onetime during the period 1943 to 1946. T- also stated jas 

rT who resides, somewhere iin Ohio. 
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T-2 recalled an incident which occurred by the Winter Garden 
Bank about a year ago. He stated a negro known to him only as LUTHER, the 
janitor of the Winter Garden Grammar School, had left a .45 automatic ly- 
ing on the desk of the first grade teacher where it was discovered by the 
teacher, turned over to the principal and subsequently turned over to the 
Chief of Police, MAYN ON > ab Winter Garden. <A short time after that 
LOUTEBR was accosted by some white men just outside the Winter Garden Bank 
and severely beaten around the head and body before he was released. Ac 
cording to T-2, this beating was observed by 
in the Parcel Post Section of the Orlando Post Office, and one INU) ; 

in the Air Base Section, Orlando Air Force Base, Orlando, 
Florida. T-2 ustated theme two individuals saw the beating and had an op-~ 
portunity to observe the cars used by the persons administering the beating. 

T-2 believed that LUTHER might have been heaten because he was 
friendly with a girl who is reportedly a close relative or sister of the 
negro, MELVIN WOMACK, who was shot and killed a short time before the 
beating of LUTHER. 1-2 thought it possible LUTHER was in possession of 
information to the detriment of the perpetrators of the WOMACK shooting. 

In all probability the negro identified as LUTHER is LUTHER 
COLEMAN, presently residing at Sebring, Florida., 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents|_ | 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March is >» 1952, ab Winter Garden and 

Orlando, Florida. 

BASIS: Attempt to locate and a 
a nee[ sé (phonetic) concerning 
e beating she allegedly received ab the hands of 

Klansmen. 

the present addre 

He stated that 
e divorced approximately a year ago and to the best of 

his information as remarried within the past four or five weeks. He 
stated she married a soldier who was stationed at the Orlando Air e Base 
and that they had gone somewhere in Virginia. stated that has 
definitely one of the two girls who had received a severe beating back in 
1944 at the hands of Klansmen in Winter Garden. 

He stated he had talked td___ bout this beating and had learned 
that there was a man in Winter Garden whose name he refused to divulge who 
was abbempting to date[ Tels nan is married and was married at that 
time and was attempting to date or immoral purposes.[___—_|stated 

steadfastly refused to have anything to do with hi short time 
after these abtempts_had been made by the unknown man, and her compane 
Lon, name unknown to received their bea at the Klants 
favorite stomping grounds" near Black Lake. He stated had told him 
there were three businessmen and one doctor, all from Winter Garden, who 
had been involved in the beating and, according to information he had re- 
ceived fronds she had seen the face of the doctor. He also stated one 
of them told her after the beating, wAfter this Itll bet you go out with a 

‘ married man when he asks youtv, or words to that effect. 
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stated he was certain he could learn the name of 
the soldier rried and could learn their destination in Virginia. 
He promised to obtain this information and turn it over to Agents as soon 
as he received it. 

A search was made of the marriage licenses issued for a period 
of one year at the Orange County Court House, Orlando but no record was 
found for a license having been issued 7 
and an unknown man. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and CLYDE P. ADERHOLD on March 14, 1952, at Winter 

en, orida. 

BASIS : | —sdanterwiewed inasmuch as it was 
rumored he participated in the beating and shooting of 

negro cab driver, and may have 
information regarding BROOKLYN and BELVIN. 

admitted former Klansman, advise may 
have knowledge of terrorist activities in Winter Garden. 

' HEE 
ba 

[ _*dBrrantiteyts Grocery, 203 Central 
Street, Ww is located the negro quarters of Winter Garden, advised 
he has bee this store since early fail, 1951. 

during 1941 and_was later bought b 
and then bought from by 

ought ib during the fall of 1951. 

He advisedi sho iss presently employed by the 
General Electric. Company in Schenectady, New York, left Winter Garden some- 
time during mid-fall, 1950.[_ advised that[ prior to his de- 
parture from Winter Garden was more or less "“bumming around town'r, wuen- 
ployed and was usually drinking and playing poker and that at one time sev~ 
eral years ago was "sent awayt? temporarily because he was an alco 
holice . . 

dvised that 
obtained a divorce fro ver, she has retained the nam 

Pp and is presently employed as for the First National Bank of Winter - 
Gerden. . 

He advised that [_] during 1950 owed a 1936 
Ford_and sometime during the spring or summer of 1950 purchased a 1946 Ford 
pp at inter Garden which he later sold during the 1950 

of Tildenviile after] | agreed to vest 1830.00 
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and take over the payments because| | was unable to make the payments 
on the car. 

could furnish no further information regarding 
this 1946 Ford in relation to the description; however, he did remember 
tha sold the car shortly before leaving Winter Garden during the 
fall of 1950. 

He denied being at the present time or at any time a member of 
the Klan and-said he was never approached to join the Klan. He claimed 
he did not know the names of any persons who were connected with the Kian. 

: He denied ever selling bolita; however, he said he understood 
| was a bolita operator in the Winter Garden area and he helieve 

Cs probably. formerly engaged in bolita sales. 

} 
: De ststed he never tow [personality 

hough he had seen him numerous times and knew who he was. He stated ! 
that on a few occasio had purchased a pack or two of i 
at Brantleyts: Grocery in the negro quarbers. He was of the opinion 
was more or less a drifter and not a permanent resident: of Winter Garden. 

| 

| He denied participating in the beating and shooting of 
or[__——S——sds and claimed he had no information as to who committed thesé 

| acts. The only information he had concerning these matters was hedrsay and . 
“street talkr. 

was questioned concerning cis whereabouts on the even- 
ing of January 12, 1952 and after he determined that January 12 was Saturday 
he advised he was in his store, that every Saturday evening he works until 

9200, 10:00 or 11:00 ofclock. He stated it is the custom for his wife and 

| himself to stop by Mrs. HAROLD‘s cafe after closing the store to get some= 
| thing to eat and from there they usually go home as luv have to open the 

| store at 8:00 A. M. on Sunday. 

He enphatically denied any participation in local tet:orist. 

| activities in Winter Garden, particularly in reference to — and 

| and said he had never seen any group of people or any individual tak~- 

| ing a negro or white person out to beat. 

: He advised he knewL________] but was not spiticiently familiar 

with his activities to comment on them and he understoo wis a 

| recent model General Motors blue pody, yellow top pick-up truck and a 

| 1950 Mercury dark green sedan. 
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Concerning id he has heard both good 
and bad about him an at he perso oes not have any knowledge that 

has been mixed up in any local beatings and terrorist activities and . 
does not know whether or not he is a Klan member: however, he is reason-- 
ably sure [ sells liquor illegally after hours in the negro quarters 
of Winter Garden, usually early Sunday morning, and that approximately 
three months ago was deputized by Winter Garden Police Chief 
MAYNARD MANN, during which time he CI purchased illegal Liquor 
after hours in the negro quarters, which ihformabion he turned over to 
MAYNARD MANN; however, nothing was ever done about,it. said he is 
quite sure buys his liquor from at Winter Garden at 
a slight discount and sells this liquor for anywhere from a small profit 
to double the usual price for Liquor at the negro quarters in various negro 
juke joints. 

reiterated that he did not mow whether ———— | 
are members of the Klan, nor did he have any information concern- 

ing terrorist activities on their part in Winter Garden or elsewhere. 

He advised that during the last year and a half he has owned 
the following automobiles: 

1950 blue Mercury sedan, approximately 3 months 
1951L Light green Mercury two-door, approximately two months 
L9L9 Chevrolet pick-up truck, approximately 3 months 
L949 Oldsmobile sedan, approximately 3 months to the present. 

admitted owning three shotguns, one being a .410, as 
well as a German Iuger pistol. He was rather hazy as to how he came into 
possession of these weapons but did state he hought the German Luger in 
the negro quarters, but.claimed he did not remember from whom he bought it. 
He stated the Luger was not registered and he did not have a permit to 
carry it; however, he usually kept it in the glove compartment of his car. 
He claimed he believed this to be legal as he carried large sums of money 
to the bank several times during the week. 

He emphatically denied knowing or ever hearing of TILLMAN He 
‘BELVIN and/o BROOKLYN. Photographs of BROOKLYN and re 
exhibited t and it was pointed out to. him that 

had admitted knowing them for many years; however, 
said he was willing to take a Lie ®etector test to prove he does 

not know either and that everything he had told the interviewing Agents was 
the truth and he had nothing to hide. 
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ted he never heard of HARRY T. MOORE until 
after MOORE's home was bombed. 

He was photographed and the following background information 
and physical description was obtained through interview and observation: 

Name 

Address 

Height 
Weight 

Birthdate. 
_Birthplace 
yes 
Hair 
Build 
Father 

Mother 
Wife 
Former wife 

Brothers | 

Sisters 

Hdnueat-on 
Employment 
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Military record 

Arrest recéord | 
b6 
b7C 

% is noted that MAYNARD MANN, Chief of Police, who is-.considered 
reliable, previously advised Agents that[_ eho was) deputized 
at his own request to clean up general illegal agstivities in the Winter 
Garden negro quarters, after operating for a considerable period of time 
was unable to report any violations of local laws and therefore MANN took 
away his badge and advised him his services were no longer desired. 
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he following investigation was conducted by Special agents| | 
Gd ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 17, 1952, ab Winter Garden; 

1 LOPIGa, » ° 

BASIS {| colored cab driver, interviewed 
| as he reportedly was witht id 

2 efore the labter?’s beating_and shooting 
on January 12, 1952, at which tim sup= 
posedily cursed a white man. 

KE 

colored cab driver fol id both 
of whom reside in the colored quarters of Winter Garden, claimed he was 
sick the day the inciden th above supposedly occurred. 
stated he had heard that was trying to back into a parking space 
in Winter Garden when his way was blocked by another car driven by a white 
mane According to[ | this occured Jan 1952, the Saturday be- 
fore was beaten and shot. He sai never said anything to 
him about the incident and that he had only heard of it through street talk. 
He stated he also believedL_____] had in the cab one or two passengers 
b he never learned the identity of these passengers. In addition 

noted he had been sick the following Saturday, on which date 
was beaten dthat[ _—sdJhad been working in his place and had 
been using cab when the beating and shooting occurred. He 
believed that of the cabs, might have learned something 
fronf | concerning this incident which occurred on January 5; 1952. 

stated[_| had never mentioned the incident of 
Januar 1952, to him. Concerning the shooting sf on January 12; 
set | stated shad told him he could identify two of the white 

men wno had attacked him but he did not know their names. In addition, 
[| bn inion] | he had seen one of the white men before. He 

he opinion trouble originated in Quincy, Florida, as 
Trad recently arrived in Winter Garden from Quincy. 

It should be noted that during the entire interviewL__}was 
very evasive and refused to answer such questiona as who he believed re= 
sponsible for the beating of|____] and who in Winter Garden might have 
information concerning this incident. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CLYDE 
P. ADERHOLD and on March 13, 1952, at Winter Garden, 
Florida... 

BASIS: jmberviewed for information con- 
cerning beating and shooting of 
at Winter Garden on J L 952. According to 
Confidential Informant mas supposed to have 
had information concerming Ss crime. 

eK 

inute Maid Plant at Plymouth, 
Winter’ Garden, Flori. stated 
ROYAGUDGER and 

bh eaten and shot on the Ai eht of January 12, 1952. 
ee ee he had no positive information to_this effect and this infor- 

mation was "street talk'tz According to rumors{ | said had 
wanted to sto from driving a taxi use he was hurting 
taxi business. explained that} falso hauled colored people 
in his taxi. 

Florida, and residing at 
that he had heard rumors that 

stated he had been acquainted withl sand 
GUDGER for about four or five years and to the best of his memory this 
was the first time he e eard of their being connected with any 
terrorist activi 3 stabed he had received most of this infor- 
mation from and tha resided at Winter Garden. 

He stated he was not a member of the Ku Klux Klan in Winter Gar- 
den and knew nothing about the terrorist activities in that area. 

~ 6h - 



JPSsegh 
MM h)—270 

bé 
b7C 

The’ following investigation was conducted by Special Agents JAMES 
P. SHANNON and FRANK F. MEECH on March 5 and 6, 1952, at Sanford, Florida. 

BASIS: Investigation was conducted in order to obtain 
additional information concerning th 
incident.: 

SS 

Chief? Deputy Sheriff, Seminole © ooumey 2 made 
available whatever files which were in.existence in the ts Office 
concerning thel incident and the beating of 
in the file is a letter dated January 5, 1951, addressed to Governor FULLER 
WARREN of Tallahassee, Florida, signed by G. R. FARNHAM of Route 2, Box 
23h, Sanford, Florida, in which Mr. FARNHAM who was 67 years of age com- 
plained that on December 28, 1950, he was bushwhacked by two men, one of 
whom held a shotgun on him while the other one gave him an ummerciful beat- 
ing. He stated he had been given 24 hours to move after this beating and 
complained about not receiving any cooperation or protection from the Sher- 
iff?s Office or the police. This letter had been forwarded by the Governcrts 

’ Office, Tallahassee, to the Sheriff at Sanford with a small short cover 
letter. Mr. WHITTEN advised ths | who is thel eee” 

who employed GECRGE FARNHAM) was ar- 
rested for assault in beating FARNHAM. In the file is a letter dated Feb- 

ruary 5, 1951, in which Sheriff[ sof Sanford advised the Governor 
that} a white man, had been. arrested December 29,' 1950, charged 
with assault and battery on FARNHAM and was out on a $100.00 bond after 
being arraigned before the County dudge*s Court. Subsequently LLOYD HATCH 
was sentenced in County Court, Sanford, on April 5, 1951, to pay a fine of 
$50.00 and costs on the assault and battery charge. The investigating and _ 
arresting officer was former Deputy Sheriff 

In the Sheriffts file at Sanford was a copy of a letter which had 
been written by to Governor FULLER WARREN on July 15, 1951, in 
whic complained of the lack of law enforcement and protection 
in Sanford. He related in the letter that last August 24 (1950) early in 
the night sis men stopped his truck about a quarter of a mile from his res- 
ideneos, took him ty, force--left his wife alone in the swamp--after a six or 
seven mile ride he was severely beaten with a strap and left in the woods 
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several miles from ets house and told to leave the county in 2/ hours. 
In this letter! complained that the previous Monday night, July 
7, 1951; his house had been burned to the ground. He explained he had-left 
his home to fish at 3:45 P.M., stayed away all night and on returning 10:30 
A.M. the next day found his house burned to the ground. This copy oe | 

letter had been forwarded to Sherif. 4 Sanford with a. request 4 
for an explanation. By letter dated September 11, 1951, addressed to Mr. 1 

of the Governor's Staff Sheriff [ stated that the incident 
involved a family feud between two brothers who lived on Lake Jessup six 
Miles south of Sanford. 

Florida, the former 
Deputy Sheriff at Sanford who is presently campaigning for the Sheriffts 
office was interviewed concerning his knowledge of HARI, BROOKLYN and his : 
associates or relatives, concerming th incident and also con- | 
cerning the allegation that aideputy sheriff from Seminole County had been 
conducting investigation at Apopka, Florida, and Winter Garden, Florida, 
concertting thf ~~ Jineident.. 

— ee ed that he conducted an investigation of thel __| 

cident, made no report and kept no notes. He and Sheriff[_ 
worked on it the night of the ineident and the next day, particularly in 
the vicinity of Lake Jessup and Lake Mary. He insisted that he had never j 
been over in the Apopka or Winter Garden area in the cours investi- 
gation. He advised that[ indicated to him that knew 
two of the men who beat him. As far asl__—_—dcowld recall neither of {! 
the two_men were from Winter Garden or Apopka but he does ee : 

nae 

or not actually told him the names of these two men. advised 
he was not acquainted with EARL BROOKLYN but did enow there was a BROOKLYN 
family Living on Lake Mary, one of the young men in the family being a pro- 
fessional pitcher for the Cocoa baseball team and. his father being employed 
in a grove near Lake Mary. When questioned about a 
advised he knew him, that he resided on 
to Orlando across from 

business wit had 

come from West Orange County from somewhere iin the area of Apopka in 1931 
or 1932 to reside in the Sanford area. The family and their associates 
were troubline fishermen who were frequently engaged in bootlegging in fishe 
[was the driver of the car in vnich and others 
were riding when they were run out of the National Forest near Ocala for 
illegal deer hunting. Ls osed_to have paid a fine at 
Ocalae According t married 

leading from Sanford 
was in: the 

wet ee Pare ta - 

2 eae 4 5 
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elieved that it might possibly 
have bee who was the forme who went to Apopka 
and idinter Garden to investigate th incident. However, _ 

is related to LLOYD HATCH. Ls on the 
luthchahattchee (phonetic) Ranch on Cheney Highway near the St. Johns River 
and Taylor Creek. 

of Sanford, Florida, was reinterviewed and advised 
t the two men that he could positively identify in his beating were 

and FLOYD HESTER. HESTER was sent up to Raiford for stealing 
cattle with some time ago and has a curved scar on the side 
of his face. 

He further related it wasntt until after the bexting that he saw 
this FLOYDYHESTER in the pool room next to Joe!ts Smoke House, recognized 
him as one of the men who had been involved in the beating and jngquired 

about him. HESTER works at the Gulf Gas Station witht and is 
described as follows: ° 

Age 2 
“Height 1 5Ftgir . 
Weight 150 
Hair brown 

At one time he opsrated a gambling joint which was closed up by 
the sheriff. He helieved that an individual named Ea might have 
been one of the individuals involved in the beating and' might have been 
the one who had a big mahogany stick ‘or blackjack which he used to beat 
him. He believes that there were six mhite men in the group which stood 
around him as he received his heating and there might have been one or more 
in the cars at the time. He never did see the man who was guarding his 
wife. Again he stated that all were fairly young and slight in build ex- 
cept one. On the night of the beating after the beating he took a trip 
over to Apopka wit who was then Deputy Sheriff and went to 
the Orange County Deputy Sheriff in Apopka and to the Apepka Police to see 
if he could identify and locate one of the cars involved in his beating. 
One of the cars was a light grey or green 1.7ir Chevrolet or Plymouth, hav- 
erpendicular red stripes running down between the chrome of tre radiator. 
cd believed that the sar might have gone over toward Apopka and thought 
one of the individuals migh e from Apopka. (It -should be noted 
that former Deputy Sheriff has been interviewed and denied 
ever conducting investigation into thi«c incident im Apopka or Winter Garden.) 
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After he and [ contacted the Deputy Sheriff for 
Orange County at Apopka the three of them travelled around to view the 
ears parked outside most of the juke joints near Apopka until closing 
time. At no time did they go over to the Winter Garden area but returned 
to Sanford about 1:00 A.M. after having been out in the Apopka area from 

j about 10:30 P.M. 

also believed that it was: possibie that ond id 
whe was now in the Naval Air Station at Green Cove Springs and is 

might have been involved in the beating because 
| he had a history of being involved in such violence about fifteen or twent : years ago a nad been beaten. Ab the timel 

spoke to Sheriff shortly,after his beating he aske e sheriff to 
call the Naval Air Station to find out whether was on duty 
there but the sheriff never made the requested call. was at 
thel home on the afternoon of the day tha received 
his beating and it was not until 11:00 P.M. that the HATCH family returned 
home who operates the Gulf Station at Park and Second Street 
in Sanford and is an ex-game warden_and Ser were at LLOYD HATCH*s 
lace on Lake Jessup the night tha received his beating. When 
Ceo the sheriff it was the Ku Klux Klan who beat him sheritf 
iswore up and downf? that it was not done by the Kian. 

are Specie I ni lege 

Te Te nate ent a Rp a ee IT, Seana testo 

a ee The photographs of suspects and other Klansmen available to date 
— ' were exhibited t but he was unable to identify any photograph 
: as being that of a person involved j j ‘He believed that he had 

seenf at a gathering at place ab one time. 

~ —ar pre 

[| ______ escorted the interviewing Agents to the approximate 
Location where he received his beating. The dirt road to which he was 
driven after being taken from his car and his wife is located one mile 
from Highway 17-92, the junction of which roads is two miles from Lake 
Vary. He explained that when he was carried off he was still pretty groggy 
from being struck on the head. He was taken out into a clearing off the 
dirt road about 100 feet from the road, had most of his clothes torn off 
and was beaten by three men who took turns wielding a wide strap. He had 
to walk all the way to Five Points before he was able to receive any assist- 
ance after tois beating. All this time his. wife had been trying unsuccess~ 
fully to obtain assistance from the Sheriffs Cffice in Sanford. 

_ 

* TORT weenie serpy qatar te 
eee Se 

4 
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further related that a fire insurance investigator 
named from Jacksonville, Florida, investigated the burning of his 
home. This investigator used a pretext call t home in order 
to obtain the address of who was allegedly at LLOYD 
HATCHts during the time of the beating. 

pS rive tne photogrepts 
of suspects and various Klansmen presenbly available but was unable to 
identify any of them as being in the group which beat 
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the following invesbigation was conducted by Special Agents [| 
and FRANK F. MERCH on March 10, 1952, at Sanford, Florida. 

BASIS: LLOYD HATCH interviewed inasmuch a_i : 6 
victim of a beating and arson of his home, b7C 

had considerable difficulty with HATCH and believed 
HATCH had direct. knowledge of the beating and argon. 
It was learned through a confidential source that 
HATCH was supposed to be the alibi for suspect J.B. 
JOHNSON on Christmas day, 1951. HATCH was a member 
of the Orlando Klavern of the Association of Georgia 
Kians and old associate of suspect EARL J. BROOKLYN. 

HEH 

LLOYD HATCH was interviewed at his home located on the west end 
of lake Jessup, approximately six miles south of Sanford, Florida. His 
mailing address is Post Office Box 1163. He advised he has been a member 
of the Orlando Klavern of the Ku Klux Klan for about one year. He ladmitted 
the Exalted Cyclops of his Klavern ‘is 

HATCH stated he has known EARL J. BROOKLYN for more than ten 
years and has know{ and has been closely associated with him 
practically all his life. He stated he did not remember who recruited him 
into the Klan and he has not been a member in regular attendance since he 
joined. 

He is personally acquainted with JAMES B. [|__| JOHNSON, 
has been friends t#ith these individuals for a number of years and frequently 
visits in their homes. 

Concerning the beating off ___lae states he recalled ar= 
riving home late one evening and seein truck parked on the 
dirt road leading to Lake Jessup with the lights burning. Ab the same time 
he saw an automobile approacking him with a blinking red light and recalled 
remarking to his wife that someone must be sick as it looked like an ambu- 
lance approaching. He stated he pulled up and stopped and 
a Deputy Sheriff of Seminole Coun approached him and told him he wanted 
him for questioning inasmuch ae es had been taken out in the woods 
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and beaten.: HATCH stated he observed| __|that night and from his actions 
he did not believe he had been beaten and he showed no visible siens of 
a beating. HATCH said he believed the beating was merely a figment of 

imagination. : 

Concerning the burning off | house, HATCH denied knowledge 
whatsoeve the incident. Concerning his association with he said 
he an had been friends for a number of years but had "fallen outt 
over some fishing matter. Later he learne was endeavoring to buy 
the land where HATCH’s fishing camp was located from ond ito 
was owner at that time. In regard to the land on which his Pashing camp 
is located HATCH stated it previously belonged to his grandfather and 
thereafter came into possession Upon learning that 
was endeavoring to buy the place from under e contacte 
and to buy the land for $500.00. He stated he thereafter learned 
that again contacte and tried to buy the place by rais- 
ing the price offered by HATCH but HATCH succeeded in purchasing the iJland 
at the first figure. ; 

rd stated since that time he has had nothing to do with] | 

HATCH denied having any knowledge whatsoever of any other ter~ 
rorist activities in the Orlando area. 

Specifically coneerning EARL J. BROOKLYN, EATCH stated he did not 
lnow anything about BROOKLYN engaging in terrorist activities, although he 
knew BROOKLYN to be a member of the Klan. 

Concerning HARRY T. MOORE, HATCH denied knowing anything about 
the case and stated the first time he ever heard of MOORE was the day 
after Christmas when he returned home from Tavares and heard an announce~ 
ment over the radio. 

Regarding his personal activities on Chris D e 
along with 

ximately 9:00 A.M. He stated 
age were visiting the HATCH home and were 

present Christmas mortiing. On Christmas Eve he had slaughtered a hog for 
a barbecue to be held at his home Christmas Day. At approximately 9:30 A.M. 
he started the fire to barbecue the_meat and was in the process of prepar- 
ing the barbecue when his neighbor rd arrived at about 11:00 
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to assist him. As well as he can recall, a short time later] sd 
arrived and assisted in the barbecue, According to HATCH, guests began to 
arrive at approximately 1:00 and a crowd of approximately 25 people as-= 
sembled at his fishing camp to take part in the barbecue. Regarding the 
guests, as well as he can recall the following persons were present: © 

and his family, employee of the Sherman Con- 
in Sanford. créte Pine C 

the other known 
and later married 

Two sailors, one of whom 
as who was accompanied b 
hers 

who live near Mobleyts Trailer Court on the San- 
ford Highway. 

and [ior Daytona Beach{ _ifis engaged 
in construction work and since the barbecue he and his wife have separated 
and” _ | was last heard of in Tampa, Florida. 

. The constable from Oviedo whose name HATCH can not recall. 
Je B. JOHNSON and his family from Colonialtown, a section of 

Or‘Lando « , 

HATCH stated he was unable to recall any of the other persons 
present o 

When questioned as to whether EARL Je BRNOKIYN atbended the bar= 
becue, HATCH hesitated and said he did not remember, later stating he was 
sure BROOKLYN was not there. 

He further advised that the group assembled at his residence, 
remained there uttil about _§:00 P.M. when they began to leave. He recalls 
that sho afte} ndownl _____l anc A ATT devarted, taking With 

them iitsi‘“‘CSC*C*C*C*C#dr who’ was going to the 
| sssfhome to spend a few days with tha si |ehildren. According to 

HATCH | tend his family were some of the last to leave the barbecue, 
and his family being the last. He and his wife accompanied 

the|__—_—si[to their home where they spenf the remainder of Christmas night 
eating and drinking at thd residence until approximately 11:30 when 
they returned home. . 

In regard to other persons invited to the barbecue HATCH stated 
he recalls he invited but[ —_—Jwas unable to attend as 
he had to go on a trip to Lakeland. 
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caretaker, HATCH 
admitted he personally had a beating. He said the beating 
was predicated upon the fact hot a couple of HATCH’s dogs. He ap- 
proached[___ asking if he had shot the dogs to whic] _] replied, 
milo, I have not shot your ‘dogs and you get out of here.t' HATCH then beat 

and was subsequently arrested and charged with assault and battery 
in Seminole County, for which he was sentenced to a fine of $50.00 and costs. 
He denied a held a shotgun on[ sil he beat 
hime 

TEM/FFM:egh 
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Concerning the i 
arid LLOYD HATCH had bea 

The following is a description of LLOYD HATCH (full name) as 
obtained from observation and interview: Vas, io Name Loy Hivos, aka, Loyd\Hatch 

scars and marks 

Occupation - 
Employer 
Wife . 

Daughter 
Military service 
Father 
Sister 
Education 
Arrest record 

Address Routé 2, P.O. Box 1163, Sanford, 
Florida 

AE. 38. Ly 
“Birthplace April 28,1913. 
Height ae County, Florida 

Weight 185 
Hair Light brown, bald -n top 
Eyes blue~grey 

vertical 14 ent scar on 
bridge of nose between eyebrows; 
Jagged 1 cut scar front right 
side of chin; 
face appears pock-marked due to 
cubs received in auto accident 
welder and fisherman 

i eLand, Fla. 
employed 

shipping department, Florida Fashions, 

one 
FRANK e 

Tavares, Florida, violation game 
laws-- illegal fishing, presently 
under bond. Admits 4 arrests for 
illegal fishing 
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Automobiles owned 1950 Henry J, bronze-maroon, 1952 
Florida tag 17D-L02; 
Model A Ford truck, painted yellow 
with orange fenders, 1952 Florida 
tag 17D-231. 

Photographs in various poses were voluntarily furnished by 
LLOYD HATCH. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents PRUE 
Ee an CALES and CLYDE P. ADERHOLD on February 10, 1952, at Winter Garden, 

Or1Gaae " 

BASIS: Information furnished by Deputy Sheriff | _ 
NA, Orange ty Sheriffts Office, tha 

of the Winter Garden Police ro 
’ Department might furnish information regarding un= 
known individuals who beat and sh at 
Winter Garden approximately two years ago. 

SX 

Patrolma, of the Winter Garden Police Department 
advised that approximately two years ago he put a negro boy named 

into the Winter Garden City Jail at the request of 
explained that on the day[_____] was put in jail had 

been by Patrolman WILLIE WELCH, now deceased, and WELCH told him 
had cxaxe{___——__] who worked inf bar= 

ber shop stealing his pistol. said this was approximately 5:30 P.M., 
exact date unknown, and that he telephoned Chief of Police MAYNARD MANN and 
asked if it would be satisfactory Sop hin bo pul —_—__lin jail at the re~ 

could obtain a warrant for est of) He was told tha 
| fs following day.[____—f then went tof barber shop and 
took into custody and placed him in the City Jail. 

At approximately 9:30 P.M. the same day| _—=————_—dcame to 
and requested t be released inasmuch as he had decided 

not to prosecute At the time[ __—_eontacted him{ said 
he was checking doors in the business section of Winter Garden _and con=- 
tinued around the block. Tater he went to the jaj se 
No_one was with] at the time he voghesbed release 

stated further that he went downstairs at the city hall where the 
jail is located and released from a cell. He told he was 
not going to be prosecuted and could go home. He did not follo 
out of the jail ag he was checking the plumbing in jail cells, a routine 
practice on instructions of the Chief of Police. 
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did not know anything had happened td ___arter he left 
the jail until the following morning. He said that at the time someone 
whose identity he could not recall had told him a group of white men had bé 
taken out to the woods and shot and beaten him. He also advised b7C 
that during the time he was walking toward the jail and immediately after 
leaving the jail he saw no ici persons and that the o person who 
had contacted him regarding had been 

$ 
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The following 3 igation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 
T. NISCHWITZ and on March 12; 1952, at Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

BASIS: intberviewed_as he was formerly 
employed by as taxi 
driver. 

_————— ino is presently employed by Macts Service Station, 
West Plant Avenue, stated he had formerly worked as a 

and thereafter for| | as a 
He stated he iis not and has never been a member of any of the 

various Klaverns of the Klan in Orange County or elsewhere.[~ |stated 
he knew no Klan members. 

Concerning] he cf he has never had any trouble 
with him and knows of no trouble in which has been involved although 
he has heard through community talk that is sometimes hard to get 
along withe 

_ 

He recalled there was_some difficulty ab the famel— Iwas courting 
L the’ present Cand that had been severely baaten 

about that time. He was unable to state, however, whet a was con= 
nected with this beating, He did not know who was responsible for the 
beating. 

[i stated he had never heard bhing about. havin 
anything to do vt os except that 
had told him that yas ‘dabbling in dope‘. 

He stated one y residing in Fort Pierce or 
PUL Monsees. TT. ot.la, whe has employed by the _ 

His comments concerning] id were of a similar ng 

reiephone ‘Compan: at Winter Garden, was a former close friend o 
broke off with at the _time of the above mentioned beating of 
According to at and may furnish information 
concerning the beating of [| 7 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents CLYDE 
P, ADEREOLD andl SS Cdn ‘March 12, 1952, ab Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

pasis:[——~—~—~CSCSCSCidS tbewiewed for informa 
tion he might have concerning the beating ofL__] 

is reported to have seen the LaSalle 
automobile used in this beating. 

TS 

Florida, employed at 
the Ison Service Station, Wint en, Florida, advised he had been liv- 
ing in Ocoee since about bat | stated he has never been a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan and knows nothing concerning its ee eee the 
Winter Ga advised he knew nothing about th Gase eX= 
cept what toid him about an omobile that had been used by 
the men who beat him. recalle told him these men had 
ridden in a yellow two-door LaSalle automobile [____iaskea him to be 
on the lookout for this car and that if he saw such a car he was to in- 
mediately advise 

remembered that approximately one month afterL_ 
told him this he saw a yellow LaSalle drive past the Ison Service Statiori. 
He said there were three men in this car but he did not think to get the 
license number. He did not know the men in the_car. He said he inmediateLy 
advised|__sof this and he did not know what[ | had done about ite. . 

could give no information concerning the MOORE case 
and stated he only knew about it from the newspapers. 

He was specifically questioned as to whether or not he had ever 
ariven[ to Orlando, Florida, to observe_a gree NYalle auto- 
mobile parked behind the Holler Chevrolet Gompany To bieted he had 
never driv to any phace at any time and that he had not taken 

to Orlando for that purpose. He also stated he knew nothing con- 
cerning a Florida license number| | supposedly checked with the *lorida 
Highway Patrol. - 
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BASIS: For record purposes information received b7D 
fron T-9,, seb out 
, HO 

The substance of information received from Confidential Informant 
T-9, of known reliability, covering Ku Klux Klan activities in Apopka, © | 
Florida, iis: that on December 1951 and — 

both of\Apopka, Florida, were dise DID 
covered ‘by persons unknown atbempbing to bomb a negro cafe and beer garden 
called thittle Harlemt: in the negro section of Apopka: further, that Little 
Harlem iis owned and operated by a white couple who were allegedly trying to 
serve both white and colored patrons in the establishment. The informant 
stated both[___—=—SsS—sS—sS were Kmown mentors of the Klan, that 
moved to Apopka from Miami, Florida, about five years agoe a resi- 
dent of Apopka for many years, was involved in a Ku Klux Klan mob béating 
and killing of epro man near Tampa, Florida, in the early 1940s. In 

this regard lof Apopka, formerly of Clarcona, Florida, was 
tried and acquitted of the murder charge because of unsufficient evidence. 

Concerning the above information it was learned in the conduct 
of the investigation of instant case that an attempt had been made to blow 
up the Little Harlem Cafe, located in the negro quarters at Apopka, Florida. 
Subsequent investigation determined that Little Harlem was owned b 
[en that an actual attempt had been made to blow up the 

place on or about December 20,.1951, by turning on the gas jets on the stove 

and lighting a candle which was placed on the floor with the apparent pur- 
pose in mind of igniting the gase when the building became sufficiently 

filled to cause an explosion. 

Investigation doés not substantiate the information set forth by 
the informant to the effect bhatt were discovered atbempt= 
ing to bomb the cafe. as far as is known, does not figure in this 
incident in any way. However, s supposed to have 

made a statement in a.bavern tin Apopka to the effect that the place would 

be blown up itl +d dnt got out of 
business there. 
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is a member of the Southern Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan in Apopka. No information has been developed to date 
indicating shail is now or ever has been a member of the Klan. 

It is pointed out that no information has been developed in in-= 
stant case to the.effect that{__jwas involved in the killing of a negro 
man near Tampa in the early 1940s: however, there is some indication that 

was involved in some manner in’ this killing. 
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V. MISCELLANEOUS 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
JAMES P. SHANNON and FRANK F. MEECH on March 7, 1952. 

BASIS: Inasmuch as it is possible that persons who 
committed instant crime might have used as an escape 
route the Mims-Sanford Road, the bridgetender of the 
bridge over the St. Johns River was interviewed. 

Rie 

CHARLES C. SINGLETARRY, 89 years of age, the bridgetender for 
many years until about eight months ago of the wooden bridge over the St. 
Johns River on the Mims-Sanford Road advised he was not at the bridge where 
he customarily resides but was in Palm Beach over the Christmas holidays; 
L951. : -—_ a el 

who have a fish °e C 

camp on the St. Johns River adjacent to the above described bridge were 

interviewed concerning any unusual occurrences or incident Christmas night, 
1951 but were unable to furnish any information of interest to this in- 

vestigation. ' 
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rd The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents| | 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 18, 1952, at Titusville, Florida. 

BASIS: dreinterviiewed concerning de= _ 
tails of car seen by him near the victims? home 
shortly after 9:00 P.M., December 25, 1951, and its 
white occupant» 

HS 

On reinterview] ssi repeated his original statements 
to the effect he had seen a car parked on the east side of the Old Dixie 
Highway directly in front of victim MOORE?s house a few minutes after 9:00 
PoM., December 25, 1951. He stated that as he approached the car, the oc-= 
cupant turned on the bright lights which blinded him. He immediately blinked 
his lights and the carts bright lights were turned out and the parking lights 
‘turned on. At the same time the car starbed moving in a northerly direction 
along the Old Dixie Highway. At the time he passed the car at a point ape 
‘proximately 25 to 30 yards north of the line running directly east from 
MOORESs house, he was able to observe only one white man in the car. Con= 
cerning the speed of car he stated he estimated he was 
travelling between twenty and twenty-five miles an hour at the time. He 
emphasized he was very uncertain as to this speed and believed he might have 
been going even slower because of the ground fog and poor visibility. He 
was certain, however, that the occupant of the other car was a white man. 
He was unable to recall any features of this individual or any peculiarities 
about him. He stated to the best of his recollection the car was a Ford 
of a late model, possibly a-fouredoor sedan, dark in color. He was unable 
to recall any further details concerning this car. 

, 

s directly. questioned about the visibility and the 
blinding effect the car*s lights had had on him and his subsequent ability 
to recognize the occupant of the car as a white nant | stated the 
‘only thing he could recall was that the lights first blinded him, causing 
him to blink his lights and that the bright lights had subsequently been 
turned off and the parking lights turned on on the other car. He stated this 
action on the part of the other driver in all probability had enabled him 
to see the occupant of the car more clearly so that he could determine that 
the occupant was a white man. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent| _| 
on February 22 and 25, 1952, at Clearwater, Florida. 

pasts:|__ dor the 
Progressive Voters League at Clearwater, interviewed 
for any information he might have regarding MOORE. 

REE 

advised he has known victim 
HARRY T. MOORE as Executive Secretary of the NAACP and also as Executive + 

Secretary of the Progressive Voters. League. : 

Td of the Progressive Voters League from 1946 
to 1950; however, in the spring of 1940 he left the Progressive Voters 
League due to a split over the SMATHERS~PEPPER senatorial campaign. At 
that time the Progressive Voters League desired to endorse PEPPER and 
stated it was his belief the League should endorse no candidate but merely 
strive to get out the vote. He stated there was no hard feeling over his 
split from the League.[ ste Florida State Voters League and 
is nresently| of that group, the purpose of which is to get out 
the vote and not to endorse any candidate. 

é has not seen MOORE since the summer of 1949 during 
which tind was teaching at Bethune-Cookman Collage at Daytona 
Beach, Florida, when MOORE came to the college to visit his daughter who 
was a teacher there. 

stated he is not.a member of the NAACP although he is a 
former member but has not been achive for the past six years and is not.in 
good standing as far as his dues are concerned. He stated he has no idea 
who may have committed the crime resulting in HARRY T. MOOREts death. He 
worked closely with MOORE from 1946 to 1950 but has had no association 
with him since that time. He stated he holds a very high regard for MOORE 
and has never heard of any threats having been made against MOORE, nor 
did MOORE ever express any concern in his presence for his safety. 
stated that if any information comes to his attentionthich would aid in 
this ease he would furnish same to the FBI. 
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In this connection it showld be noted that[___has been most 
cooperative on the occasions of both interviews:. and when originally ques- 
tioned about his having seen a car in the vicinity of the MOORE house, 

immediately came forward with the statement that he had positively 
seen the car and made every effort to determine the exact time he had seen 
the car. ° 
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The following investigation wes conducted by Special Agent | 
on March 17, 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 

Basis] advised that during the 
time the Florida Klan in Orlando was operating it 
arranged for the Orange County Circuit Court at 
Orlando to. issue a charter to it for the Century 
Club which was to hold title to the clubhouse and 
other property of the Klan. 

se 

Book 8, page 275, Orange County Incorporation and Limited Part- 
nership Records, on file in the office of the Glerk of the Circuit Court, 
Orange County Court House, reflects a proposed charter of the Century Club 
filed in the Offies of the Circuit Court of Orange County on February 7; 
LILA | 

The name of the corporation was described as the Century Club 
which was to be located in Orange County; Florida. 

The general nature and object of this corporation. was to promote | 
good fellowship between the members. 

Qualification of menbers was that they be anid ght » true, loyal, 
hative-born American citizens of good morals and decent habits. 

The term for which this corporation was to exist was listed as 
perpetual. ‘ 

The names and residences of the subscribers were listed as 
follows: 

Lando do 
rlLando Orlando 
Orlando ‘Lando 

Orlando Orlando 
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The affairs of the corporation were to be managed by a Board of - 
Directors of not less than three or more than seven members who were to 
be elected annually on the first Monday in January of each year. 

The Directors were to have the right to elect a president and 
secretary to act for the corporation in the business of the execution of 
its conbracts. 

The Directors were listed as follows: . e. 

was to act as president and J. N. COX was to act ag 
secretary. Both of these men were to manage all the affairs of the corpor- 
ation until the first elecbion or appointment under the charter. 

The by~laws of the corporation were to be made, altered or re- 
pealed by a vote of membership at any regular or called meeting of the 
corporation. 

The highest amount of indebtedness to which the corporation was 
to indebt itself was $50,000.00 and was never to be greater than two-thirds 
of the valine of the property of the corporation. 

The amount in value in real estate to which the corporation could 
hold subject to approval of the Circuit Judge was listed as $20,000.00. 

who was listed as a subscriber to the foregoing 
charter acknowlédged that the executed instrument was for the purpose stated 
therein which was notarized Janmary 20, 19hA. 

also swore before a Notary Public on the same 
date that the above mentioned charter was intended in good faith to carry 
oub the purposes and objects therein set forth, 
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ing investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
AMES P. SHANNON on January 17 and 

March LO» 19525 at Florida. 

BASIS: SIMON SuTTH) FENNING veinterviewed to obtain 
a signed statement “3 to his Klan membership, crim- 

i‘ inal record and oath in federal employments 

. HH 

On January 17, 1952, MANNING was interviewed at the Orlando 
Resident Agency by Special Agents MEECH and SHANNON, at which time he ad- 
vised that EARL J. BROOKLYN had approached him four or five years.ago, in 
LOAF or 1948, and asked him to join the Ku Klux Klan. It is to be noted 
that at this time there was only known to be in existence one Klavern of 
the Klan, that covering the territory of Orlando-Winter Garden. Jt is also 
to be pointed out that upon the initial interview MANNING said to the best 
of his recollection he was recruited in 1947 or 1948 and during this time 
the only Klan in existence was affiliated with the Association of Georgia 
Kians. However, in a signed statement obtained from MANNING on March 10; 
1952, he stabed it was in 1945 when he was affiliated with the Klan and 
during this period the only known Kian was charterei under the Eee State 
Ku Klux Klan. 

MANNING advised he had filled out an application and paid a $10.00 
initiation fee to join what the called the West Orange Branch of the Ku 
Kjux Klan. He claimed he had attended only three meetings of the Klan and 
at none of these meetings was he ever officially taken into membership. 

On February 18, 952{______ Civil Service Clerk at 
the Orlando Air Forse Base, Orlando, Florida, made available the personnel. 
file of SIMON SMITH MANNING which reflected he resigned of his own volition 
on February 4, 1952, his last work day at the Air Force Base being Febru- 
ary 8, 1952. His separation for indicated he resigned his porcktion to 
itobtain a betber job outside government work. 

S.LMON SMITH MANNING gave the following voluntary _— state=- 
ment _on March 10, 1952, to Special Agents FRANK F. MBECH an 

at his residence in Flagler County, Bunnell, Florida.. 

S27 
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"Bunnell, Fla. 
Flagler County 
March 10; 195 2 

wT, SIMON SMITH MANNING make the following voluntary’ 
statement to TOBIAS E. MATTHEWS and FRANK F. MEECH who have 
identified themselves to me to be Special Agents of the 

| Federal Bureau of Investiga¥ion. No threats or promises 
have been made to me to get me to make this statement. I 

- realize I do not have to make a statement and any statement 
I make can be used against me in a court of law. I have 
been advised I am-entitled to have an attorney. 

"El was first employed at the Orlando Air Base on May 
5, 1923 and worked there until Oct. 1949. I applied for re- 
employment in January, 1951 and récall signing the applica- 
tion for federal employment ~—- appointment affidavit. To 
the best of my recollection the form was filled out by a woman 
stenographer in the office at the air base. I recall her ask- 
ing me if I belonged to an organization that would overthrow 

‘ the government. I told her I did not nor had never been. 

"The same stenographer asked me if I had been convicted 
of a crime by the state or the federal goverment and I told 

; her no. J knew at that time that I had been convicted of 
grand larceny iin Orange County and in the Orange County Court. 

“I thought this court was different from the state and federal 
court and that is why I didntt tell her about my conviction © 
in the Orange County Court. 

| nConcerning my connection with the Ku Klux Klan I wish 
to say that in 1945 as well as I can recall I signed an ap-= 
plication that was brought to,me by HARL BROOKIYN. I gave hin 

\! ten dollars and attended two or three meetings. I was never 
- sworn in, nor told the secrets nor given the oath. 

"I have read the above statement of this page and two other 
pages and pub my initials on eash page The statement is true 

I to the best of my knowledge 

v/s/ SIMON SMITH MANNING 
witnessed 

/s/ FRANK F. MEECH Spec.Agt. FBI 3/10/52 ) = 
/s Special Agent F.BoI. 3/10/52" DIC 

x 

* 
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: The following investigatinn was conducted by Special Agents | 
| [____—_—_sibmd ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 11, 1952, at Winter Park, Florida. 
: 

b7D 

interviewed concerning 
in connection with instant bombing and informa- 
tion concerning suspects BROOKLYN, BELVIN and others. 

se 

Confidential Informant T-5, of known reliability, advise at 
in about 1945 or 1946 one 

| was the Exalted Cyclops of the Association of Georgia Klans_in Orlando bé 
| which was then known as the Ceritury Club. During the tim Nas b7C 

Exalted Cyclops he resigned and ceased to affiliate himself with the Klan bID 

or its activities. . 

T-5 stated that a Klansman in the Winter 

Park-Orlando area, during the last war worked for a wholesale grocery com- 

| pany and was caught embezzling funds, at which time he was fired. Since 

| that time he has worked at the Winter Park A & P grocery.L____lwas Ex- 
| alted Gyclops of the Association of Georgia Klans Klavern in Orlando and 

around 1947 or 1948 was head of the Klokann Committee of the same organi- 

gation. T=5 sai 4s one of the “hottest” members of the orgarisation 
at present and that he is capable of doing anything along terrorist lines. 

He expressed the opinion that[___Jhas been responsible for most of the 
eross burning activities of the Klan in the Winter Park-Orlando area an 

recent years. Based on this opinion, informant state he believe 

is head of the Klokann Committee of the Southern Knights of the Ku Kiux 

| Klan, or at least a member of the committee. 

He advised that| was at one time on the Klokann 

Committee of the Southern Knights along with and is considered tired 

hob tte 3 

T-5 stated he is ‘worse than| He ad~ 

vised ould do anything of a terrorist nature. He stated if the 
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Kian had any part in instant bombing it was his opinion that 
was in on it. In reference to T-5 repeatedly stated the will do 
anything", 

Southern Knights and is a good 
friend of | 

were referred to by T-5 as be~- 
ing siete of doing any sort of terrorist act. 

JOE N». COX is still a member of the Klan and although he is an 
old man T-5 believes he may know something about the activities of the 
Kian in and around the Winter Park-Orlando area. 

: . EARL J. BROOKLYN is described as capable of any terrorist act and 
a mean individual. 

JAMES B. JOHNSON was head of the Kiokann Committee at one time 
and, according to T-5, if he is given one drink he,too, would be capable 
of any terrorist act. He said JOHNSON has gotten into difficulties on the 
east coast of Florida for beating two young boys. 

TILLMAN H. BELVIN was very active in the Klan in the past. T-5 
did not know of his recent activities but stated he does not have good 
SENSE o 

is one of the old-time members of the Florida 
Klan and it is notknown whether he is presently active in the Klan. 

of the Griminal Court, Orlando, is a 
Klansman, as is of Winter Park. 

of Winter Park, is a Klansman. Jn 

regard t T~5 stated he recalled an incident wherein a former 
Baptist minister in the city of Winter Fark had allowed the children of 

the colored janitor of the church ‘bo attend church services along with 
the white children.[_____—jreportédily expressed the desire to hav 

burn a cross in front of the ministerts home. Informant stated, 

however, that this was never doné because expressed this desire 
in the presence of Chief of Polic mo severely rebuked 

aes told him he would not allow such activities in Winter Park. 

Oe 
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 Pn6, Florida, and presently a 

furnished the following information con- 

cerning individuals brought to his attention in the course of the inter- 

view: 

believed to be a member of the Southern 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

| Presently Exalted Cyclops of Klavern 348, Asso- 

ciation of Geor ° 

known to informant only by sight. 

he Klokann Committee, Klavern 348 ; 

during calender year 1951, probably also for 1952. 

] tavern 3. 
’ EARL J. BROOKLYN: aes presently associated with any Klavern known 

to informant. Formerly associated with the Association of Georgia Klans. 

presently associated 

with Klavern 348. 

JAMES B. JOHNSON: presently a member of Klavern 348, Association 

of Georgia Klanse 

PY tion to zeman 
TILLMAN H. BELVIN: believed not actively associated with any 

Klan group at the present time and for several years past. 

' The informant was questioned concerning other individuals whose 

names have come up in the course of instant investigation as being con- 

nected with one of the various Klans in and around Orange County. Concern- 

ing these individuels T-6 stated he either did not know them or knew them 

only by sight and was not acquainted with their Klan connections, if any. 
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T-6 stated he could think of no one in the Association of Georgia 
Klans who would be capable of bombing the MOORE house. He also stated he 
was not familiar with the membership of the Southern Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klane 

Informant stated he had never seen any floor plans of victim 
MOORE's home and MOORE was never, to his knowledge, discussed at any of the 
meetings or by any members during or after meetings. 
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| Fort atin Hotel, 545 North Orange 
Avenue « 

Jefferson Court Hotel, 140 
North Orange Avenue. 

| | gain gua Hotel, 32 North Orange 
Avenue. 

LI tera Hotel, 409 West Central Avenue. 

| Coreg count tote, 650 
Oo Orange Avenue o 

-~ OL 
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CH following investigation was conducted by Special Agent] | 
on March 18, 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 

BASIS: 
Association of Georgia Klans, indicted on Febru- 
ary 27; 1952, for bombing a negro house at At- 
lanta, Georgia, advised Agents in Atlanta he made 
3 trips to Florida in 19513 however, he did not visit 
Orlando although his name appeared in a newspaper ree 
lease as having attended an Orlando Klan meeting on 
August. 19, 1951; which he was unable to attend. . 

TS 

Library of Orlando's only 
daily newspapers, the Orlando Morning Sentinel and Orlando Evening Star, 

ue indices of the papers bub were unable to locate the name 
or any name similar thereto as pertaining to Klan activities. 

ALL morgue clippings on the Ku Klux Klan, BILL HENDRIX and 
| _roverst a period from September, 1949 to the present were reviewe 

uo F a not membioned in any article pertaining to 
Klan activities. crofiim records of-newspapers for the entire month of 
August, 1951 were reviewed: however, the nanef aid not appear 
in any news article for this period. " 

The hotel registers of the leading Orlando hotels were reviewed 
for the entire year of 1951; however, the name] Said not ap=_ 
pear on any of these registers. 

The following individuals representing various Orlando Hotels were 
contacted: 

ET Hotel, 37% North Orange Avenue. 

[oo ) Bota Plaza, 431 East Central Avenue. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 11, 1952, at Winter Park, Florida. 

_ 

BASIS: ¥. o>“ eaiiCume reported to have been the 
organizer of the Winter Garden Klan and might have 
knowledge of terrorist activities, of suspects 
BRCOKLYN, BELVIN and others. } 

S886 

While contacting Confidential Informant T-5, of known reliabil- 
ity, concerning individuals connected with the Winter Park section of the 
Ku Kiux Klan, it was learned that WILLIAM A ICHER who resides in Winter 
Park is now an old man, senile and mentally’ unstable. 

In view of this information, no further attempt was made to in- 
terview RENCHER. 

me 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 10; 1952, at Apopka, 

Floridae 

pasis:L___d interviewed for any 
information he might have of Klan activities or of 
suspects BROOKLYN and BELVIN and to ascertain if he 
is a relative of [ Miami Klansmano 

Ke 

Lins saperntenod et 
located 2 une comer o e eo 

the intervie ated he has not been and is not now a member 0 ary 
Klane He stated he had b d to join the Klan about — 

He was first approached b and a short time later by * 

[dete son-in-law of e mentioned that 
present time a member of the 

During the interview, | was extremely cooperative and appeared 

desirous of being of any possible assi stance in-instant investigation. He 

noted, however, that his sympathies did not Lie with the Klan and that he’ 

had therefore steadfastly refused to have anything to do with it at any 

time. It was his opinion that easily 75% of the male population of Apopka 
was connected with the Klan in one way or another. Jt was his opinion 

ee of Apopla, 
is the‘leading Klansman in Apopka. olumteered the opinion that 

actually controls the policies of the Klan in Apopka and puts the 

stamp of approval or disapproval on any of ibs actions. 

is at the 

- 

He was questioned concerning certain individuals who have been 

determined to be comected with the Klan in and around Apopka.’ Included 

in this group were EARL J. o_ ae H. BELVIN, JAMES B. JOHNSON, 
stated he was not acquainted 

with any of these individuals. Concerning other individuals mentioned he 

stated he either did not know them or knew them only as persons 11 in 

Apopka, and knew nothing about their activities with the ezgeption ie 

whom he deperibed as one of the "KKK gang. He also mentioned that 

$s another individual who associated with the persons he con- 

sidered comectéd with the Klan in Apopka. 
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éxplained he is not too well acquainted with the names 
of individuals in Apopka as he has been iin Apopka only about five years. 
He stated he moved there from Miami about five years ago and set himself 
up in business. 

‘In answer to the question as to whether he was related tol 
[| __la Miami. Klaneman,[— stated he knows no one by that name and 

s no relatives in Miami. 

He stated he was not acquainted with the details of any atrocities 
that had occ i d Apopka’ but believed[ who works 
at Plymouth i groves and lives in Apopka on the main high~ 

way oO ite the C V Ranch might be able to furnish information about the 
Klane has never been a Klansman but is cognizant of activities in 
and around the community. oT 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
n February 5, 1952, at Pensacola, Florida. 

pasis:|_ | statedl_ 
was well acquainted with victims and might have 
information concerning instant case. 

wee 

By letter dated March 7, 1952, the Mobile Office furnished the 
following information. 

Florida, advised he had met HARRY T. MOORE ab an NAACP conference in Raleigh, 

North Carolina, in about 1946 and had met him about every six months there- 
after at conferences and conventions, and often stayed with him in the same-. 
room at hotels. He had met HARRIETT MOORE in Jacksonville, Florida, in 
December, 1951 when they planned to raise money for the defense of colored 

people in certain trials. 

He stated MOORE stayed at his home when he came to Pensacola 
to raise funds for NAACP work about October, 1951, and at that time MOORE 
told him he was threatened for taking too much interest in the Groveland 
Rape Case and was afraid to travel in the daytime. MOORE did not tell him 

when, where or who threatened him nor how it was done.[ _Jadded that 
MOORE also said he did not want to go back to Lake County to do any work 

but did not state that the threat came from anyone in Lake County. 

considered MOORE*s closes fric 
Tampa, Florida, an 

Voters League, Ste Petersburg, Florida. 
good reputation all over Florida, that he was not radical, and that he did 

nob cross people. He knew of no dissension in the NAACP against MOORE ex= 

cept that at the Tampa convention in November, 1950, MOORE was criticized 

for not rendering a satisfactory annual financial report. He stated MOORE 

later presented a satisfactory report. , 

~ 98 - 



b6 
b7c 

THM: égh 

MM 4h=270 

knew of no enemies of HARRY T. or HARRIETT MOORE. He 
stated he believed their deaths were caused from their having taken too 

active a part in the Groveland case. He stated he knew MOORE as a fear= 
less man and straight-forward speaker unbil he visited him in Pensacola 
in October, 1951, at which time he acted as though he were afraid to speak 

and told him he was afraid to travel in the daytime. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Age qf | 

on March 19, 1952, at Leesburg, Florida. | Pe 

BASIS:| ———SSCSCSCidi Cored, acquaaintaae ch 
victim MOORE, interviewed to ascextain if ne seu 

fu: titsh any information relative instant inves’ i.gation. 

He 

Lake Gounty Training School, advised he attended 

the Bethune-Cookman School at Daytona Beach in the summer of 19 51 with ; 

victim, MOORE, taking elementary education. He stated he and MOORK, as 

well as on who presently teaches science at the Campbell Street 

School‘in Daytona Beach, had numerous conversations together relative the 

Lake County case for which MOORE was apparently interested in_raising money 

for the defense of the subjects of that case. RE avised’ Tne 

was to hold a rally or meeting down south an was to- 

be held at West Palm Beach. MOORE requested to go with him; how- 

ever[ advised he did not and MOORE suggested they hold a similar 
rally at Leesburg in an effort to raise funds, Srereupont advised 
he did not think the same advisable because of the strong feeling which still 

existed in Lake County over the case| _—s——~—=ssuggested to MOORE that 
possibly it would be more desirable to raise funds by other means, such as 

ball games, to which MOORE agreed; however, these never materialized. 

‘He stated that on one occasion when] sd was present MOORE 

said MOORE furnished no details concerning the case or the names 
eee aid, was at that time a big case he was working on; however, 

of parties involved but indicated it was north of Daytona Beach and 

a the impression the case had its origin at Madison, Florida.. 

He could not recall what gave him this impression nor does he recall MOORE 
specifically mentioning Madison, Florida. He added that he knew MOORE did 

go to Jacksonville, Florida, frcm Daytona Beach shortly thereafter but he 

did not know the nature of the trip. 

contends he has not discussed the alleged case with 

anyone subsequent to the conversation with MOORE nor had he heard that any~ 

one from Madison County had been im Mims inquiring as’ to the whereabouts 

of MOORE. : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 

T. NISCHWITZ aCe March 14, 1952, ab Wirer Garden, 
Florida. 

pists:|_ ot ert tson 
crews, Winber Garden Citrus Growers Cooperative, 

interviewed coricernin 
of tractor drivers. 

SEX 

Paves net 
been a member of thé Winter Garden Klavern of the Association of Georgia 

Klans.e He stated he is not now a member and advised when he was a member 

he was not as active as he would have liked to be. He said any decent per- 

son should want to belong to the Klan if the Klan ig operated properly and 

by its laws. He felt it is a good organization which collects money for 

the needy, sends_flowers to the sick or deceased and gets out the vote in 

election tine] said that to his knowledge there is no man or group 

of men in the er Garden Klavern cf violent nature. He knows of no one 

who would indulge in beatings or killings. However, he did say he was 

not familiar with every member and admitted there could-be some undesirables 

in the organization. He stated it was the duby of the Klokann Committee 

to screen members before they are admitted and get rid of undesirable peo- 

ple and he assumed while he was an acbive member the commitbee was carry- 

ing out its duties and therefore undesirables would be ab a minimume 

He relied on his oath to the Klan and stated he was willing to 

be of assistance to the Bureau but did not wish to violate his Klan oath 

by naming Klan members. However, he stated if he thought any member of the 

Klan were connected with instant bombing he would not hesitate to turn him 

over to the Law. : 

When asked if he knew HARRY MooRE[ —S—said he did, that MOORE 
was a grove-tender for the Winter Garden Citrus Growers Cooperatives; when 

advised that HARRY T. MOORE: was the victim of instant bombin ap- 

peared surprised and stated he had never heard of any other HARRY MOORE ex- 

cept the one who worked for his company. He stated he never heard of any 
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conferences or discussions on the NAACP or of HARRY T. MOORE. He advised 
that if someone had mentioned HARRY MOORE ab all he would have immediately 
thought of the grove-tender and not of the victin. 

denied ever seeing any floor plans or maps displayed at 
any meetings he had attended and had never heard any fellcw members mention 
Same o 

He advised he knew EARL BROOKINN only by sight. He believes that 
BROOKLYN works for some concrete company around Orlando. He knows|___| 

but has no information concerning him. He did not know TILLMAN 
SRI He stated he had seen J. B. JO e in Winter Gar- 
den selling appliances. He advised that sa member of 
his fertilizing crew and is a good worker who never to knowledge 
has been in any trouble except one time when he was arrested iving 
a truck without a license. He knew of no activities in which 

involved that were outside the law. stated he has kno 
for twentyfive years and E Close friend and associate for 

the past fifteen years. He state enjoys a very good reputation, 
is a church-going man and is not known to be a violent person. In fact, 
he is a reliable fellow who goes out of his way to help the needy people 
in and around Winter Garden and is quick to offer his services as a mech~ 
anic or carpenter to anyone who_may need theme He advised he has never 
heard anything derogatory about and considers him to be a first 
class citizen. 

advised he would not condone any type of brutality or 
activity outside the law and felt the perpetrators of instant bombing should 
be brought to justice, regardless of their affiliation with any organiza- 
tion including the Klan. He stated he would furnish to the FBI any informa- 
tion coming to his attention regarding this case. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents| 
and ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ on March 13, 1952, at Wintcr Garden, 

Florida. 

BASIS: Dr. Be H. LAWSON interviewed for any in- 
formation he may have concerning terrorist activities 
in the Winter Garden area. 

HH 

Dr. Be H. LAWSON stated he ig not and has never been a member 
of any Klan, either in Winter Garden or elsewhere. He stated he has been 
a practicing physician in the city of Winter Garden for more than twentyfive 
years. During that time he has never knowingly been acquainted with any 
Klansman although he readily admitted persons known to him may be Klansmen. 

He recalled an incident about fifteen years ago when a colored 
man was severely beaten and subsequently treated by him. He stated he 
was unable to recall at this time the mants name and conld not recall 
any of the cirownstances surrounding the beating. At the time he treated 
the man he was not aware that he had been beaten, thinking he might have 
been involved in a street brawl and so received his injuries. He recalled ‘ 

reading in the newspaper several days later that this individual had been 
beaten by Klan members. ‘His knowledge of this incident is very sketchy 
and he has no record of it. 

Dr. LAWSON stated he was unable to furnish any additional in- 
formation of pertinence to instant investigation and stated he had heard 
no talk concerning the bombing of MOORESs house other than that which ap- 
peared in the press.. 
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The following 3 igation was conducted by Special Agents ROBERT 
T. NISCHWITZ and on March 13, 1952, at Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

BASIS: Attempt to 
reported to b 

friend of for his knowledge of 
terrorist activities in and around the Winter 
Garden-Orlando area. 

TE 

advised that [ is now work~ 
ing on a goverment project around Aiken, South Carolina. His present ad~ 

PENDING 
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ADMGNISTRATIVE PAGE 

Acopka, Florida. 

o Oe Post Office, Winter Garden, 

m3 isL__ into Garcon, Florida. 
this, i 8 Post Office, winter 

Garden, Florida. 

Florida. 

Tm5 is Winter Park, Florida, 
who requested that his name remain confidential. 

Winter Park, Florida 
oO was interviewed at the recommendation 

of and requested that his identity be kept confidential. 

m7 asf ddan 
informant of the Mobile Office, who requested that his identity be kept 
confidential o 

m8 igf_ id Coco, Florida, 
who requested that his identity remain confidential. 

PTaJ is| report dated February 12, 1952. 

“One copy of this report is designated for the New York Office for 
information inasmuch as that Office. is maintaining liaison with the National 
Headquarters of the NAACP in New York City. 
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SAVANNAH OFFICE 

AT AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

il interview | close friond of 
who was beatén by individuals on April 29, 1950, for 

his knowledge of the beating of d of o d Klan 
activities in the Winter Garden, Florida, area. has’ been 
reported as a former Klansman in the Winter Garden area. 

MIAME OFFICE 

AT APOPKA, FLORIDA 

Will interview [dyno resides on the Orlando=Apopka High= 

way opposite the C V Ranch and workesat Plymouth in the r Rroves 
for any information he may have regarding Klan activities in and around 

Apopka. It is noted he is not alleged to be a Klansman but to be cognizant 

of community affairs. 

. .. AT. DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA 

Will interview. at Campbell Street High School, 

in reference to the alleged conversation with MOORE i at 
the Bethune-Cookman College in the summer of 1951, at which time MOORE in- 

dicated he was working on a big case north of there.[_——Cidi and thee 
impression the case had its origin in Madison, Florida; however, he does 
not know the reason he gained such an impression.) 

inasmuch as automobiles bearing ‘Licenses issued to them were observed at 

the MOORE funeral. 

WLLL ascertain the identity of the individual who rented a car 

bearing license number @f-25, Florida 1951, from the Second Avenue Cab Com- 

pany on January 1, 1952, inasmuch as that car was observed at victimts 

funeral, and set out a lead to have that individual interviewed. 
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AT DE LAND, FLORIDA 

Will locate and interview «dean colored school. 
[Ls , 219 East Church Street, for information concerning the con- 
vorsation he had with victim's daughter and] SSS ida 
Bethune-Cookman College. 

AT LAKELAND, FLORIDA 

Will interviewL_ suspect, ART 
Je BROOKLYN, for any information she may have regarding his Klan activities - 
and possible implication in instant matter. 

AT MARTIN, FLORIDA 
2 a ae 

Will interview [regarding the alleged threat to [ 
rbin in connection with a letter written 

by Marion Hardware Companye Will question him 
regarding his knowledge of Klan acbivities in and around Martin. 

Ap MEAMT, FLORIDA 
Will determine the identity of the owners of License numbers _ 

all 1951 Florida. These automobiles 
were seen at the funeral of HARRY T. MOORE. 

Wen ae ee 

Will interview whose 1950 Chevro= 
let, 1951 Florida tag was observed at victimts funeral. . 

AT OCOER, FLORIDA 

AT NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 

Will interview 
of suspect EARL BROOKLYN, as well as 
f BROOKLYN, who is reported to be residing with th 

ing BROOKLYN's Klan acbivities. 
regard= 

Will interview ot suspect 
BROOKLYN, for any information she may have regarding his Klan activities 
and possible implication in instant matter. 
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voor sserviow| se suspect 
BROOKLYN, for any information she may have regarding his Klan activities 
and possible implication in instant matter. come 

AT ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

Will exhibit photograph of to Klan informants 
and question them aga to whether or no has ever been tin the Orlando 
area, particularly in 1951. 

super Concrete Company, fellow employee o » allegedly approached 
by BROOKLYN to join the Klan for any information he may have regarding 
BROOKLYN’s character and his lnowledge of Klan activities with particular 
emphasis on its connection with instant case. 

Will reinterview JOE N. COX for information in his possession 
concerning the Klan membership of the Orlando Association of Georgia Klans. 
He was reportedly secretary as recently as one year ago and a present 
members 

AT SEBRING, FLORIDA 

Will interview LUTHER COLEMAN, 300 Lemon Street, concerning the 
beating he received from a group of white men outside the bank at Winter 
Garden, Florida, on February 6, 1951. 

AT STUART, FLORIDA 

| iia iain aie wniereeeenne 
who was reportedly beaten by the Kian at Winter Garden, for he 
of the beating and the present whereabouts eae 

AT TAMPA, PLORIDA 

Will interview] __—_—i| reported by | se Pensacola 
to be president of the State NAACP, and a very close friend of MOORE, for 
any knowledge he may have regarding instant case and any threats made 
acainst MOORE. full name and add may be ascertained through 

of the Florida Cone 
vention, NAACP. 

NG 2 



TEM? egh DE 
MM Lhe=270 b7c 

AT TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA 

Wild intervier_ tt determine any information in 
his poss ombing. Ascertain his whereabouts and 
those o on December 25, 1952. 

AT WINTER GARDEN, FLORTDA 

Will reinterview Chief of Police MAYNARD MANN for any information 
he may have regarding the beatings of LUTHER COLEMAN, reason for the attack 
and the persons responsible. 

Will interview] who reportedly treated LUTHER COLEMAN 
imnediately after his beating. 

Will interview who rooms over the Robinson's Big 
Shop concerning the LUTHER COLEMAN incident and the inquiry allegedly mace 
by some white men concerning COLEMAN. 

Will interview at the Lake View High 
School, and his wife concerning the COLEMAN beating to which they were 
reportedly witnesses. 

WEA dunterenr| aot ocrrming the present 
whereabouts of and her present soldier husband and set out 
appropriate laad to have her interviewed concerning the beating she re= 
ceived at the hands of Klansmen in 19h. 

report of SalL__ | Miah, 3-21-52. 
Numerous telephone calls from the Bureau to Miami. 

and numerous teletypes and letters between Miami 
and the. Bureau as well as Miami and auxiliary offices. 
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